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To the Honourable 
Colledge of Phyſitians 
1 at London. 


/ Generous Gentlemen, 
£ Hat I preſume to 
y | preſix your great 


&-; Name to ſo mean 4 
{ ' Book, proceeds not from 
any confidence I have of its 
value;but from the nature 
of the Diſcourſe, which 
your excellent Profeſsion 18 
ſo much concerned in. For I 
muſt ſay,that (ince I could 
Az uwniderſtand 
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ſtand the Debate, T have 
thought their opinuon, who 
maintain the Period of 
every mans Life to be un- 
alterably fixed by an abſo= 
lute Decree,aves endanger 
your Profeſſion fo much, 
that the truth ws, if 1t be 
true,you may ſeek out ſome 
new World for your Pra= 
fice ; for bere you ſbould 
be only like the Idol Gods, 
who could neither do good 
nor evil. 

This the excellent 
Jo. Beverovicius 44 
prudently 


Dedicatory. 
prudently foreſee, and 
partly endeavored to ſa= 
tisfy both himſelf and o= 
thers,by asking the advice 
of the learned men of h1s 
age. 

But that the Period 
of Humane Life may 
be both extended & ſbort= 
ned, common experience 
does ſufficiently atteſt,how 
many have been hurried to 
therr Graves by the un= 
Skilfulneſs of Empe= 
ricks, and are there not 
multitudes alſo that * 
A3 can - 4 
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can witneſs, you have been 
(under God ) the cauſe 
their Lives have been 
prolonged. 
"_ I know 
you can expect no Pana= 
gyrick from ſuch an 
unfit perſon as I acknow= 
ledoe my ſelf tobe. And 
methinks TI alſo here all 
men ſay, that that 15 a 
buſeneſs only for a Ho- 
mer to perform, If the 
meanneſs of this Preſent 
be cenſured by ſome, yet 
I know you aremore gem 
Nerous, 


Dedicatory. 
nerou, eſpecially fince the 


beſtowing of a more valu- 
able and fg gnal evidence of 
reſpect, is only impeded by 
the mability of, 


Honored Gentlemen 
Your moſt devoted 


Servant, 


hdr 
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Reader, 
| HE following Diſcourſe is of. ſ 
ſmall bulk, that a Preface may 
= ſcem as needleſs and rediculous as 
an Index. [In ſcme few hours it may be 
peruſed, and then both the deſign of the 
Author, and of the Book may be known. 
It may be thou deſrreſt to know what was 
the cccaſion of the following Diſcourſe. 
But I know wet if I be obliged to anſwer 
this ard fuch like idle queſtions ; yet to 
fſatisfie thy curieſuy, know, that the An- 
thor was wnhappuly engaged to converſe | 
with a Society of men, who frequently de- $ 
batcd this and ſwch like queries; and h 
moſtly he was oppoſed by the greater part, j 
as maintaining an wuireaſonable pcſitian. " 
Whether their charge be true or falſe, is a 
thing better determined by others uncon- 
rerned, than ether by them or me. 1 


know 
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know very well their clamorons calumnies 
and reproaches, which ſince 1 cannot ſon, 
1 ſhall endeavor to flight, as indeed unwor- 
thy to be regarded. 

If men of good conſideration diſlike any 
thing in the Diſconrſe, I promiſe them, 
upon Information, .1 ſhall either endeavor 
to ſatisfie them,' or toreſt ſatisfied with . 
what they ſay. Nay further, if there be 
any Line in it inconſiſtent with Piety and 
Religion, freely rejett it ; for 7 perſwade 
thee. ( if the Anthor knew any ſuch) he 
world burn the Book for its ſake. | 

But I hope upon trial there ſhall be 
found no harſh notion in it to offend the 
moſt ſqueamiſh conſcience, For the opini- 
on 1 have rejetted is, in my judgment in- 
conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs and 
Holineſs, repugnant to the freedom of Hu- 
mane Nature, and deffruttive of all law- 
ſul means for the preſervation of a mans 
life. While as that ſentiment I embrace, 
begets in mens minds, noble aud generous 
conceptions to promote real Piety and Re= . 
ligion, and intemperance ; upon the account . 
that Piety is the meanes to prolong our lives, 
and wicledueſs the canſe of our ſhort lives. 
And that this is no cheat or deluſion, the 
wiſeſt of men hath left upon record,Pro.11. 
, IO, 
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r9. As righteouſneſs tendeth to Life, 
fo . he that purſueth evil, purſueth it to 
his own death. T5:s brings to my memo- 
ry the Pſalmiſts advice, with which 7 ſhall 
conclude; What man is he that deſfireth 
life, and Joveth many days, that he 
may fee good ? Keep :hy longue from 


evil, and thy Lips (ron ipeaking guile, 


Depart from evil, ani av 300d. Seek 


peace, and purſue ir. But the wicked _ 


and deceitful man ſhall rot live out half 
his days. 


, * porn, 6 
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JOB 14. 5, 6. 
Seeing his days are determined,the 
aumber of his months are with 
_ thee, thou haſt appointed his 
bounds that he cannot paſs. 
Turn from him that he may reſt till 
he ſhall accompliſh, as an hireling, 
his day. | 


His excellent Book of Job 
repreſents to us a plain and 
ungueſtionable inſtance of the 
various ſucceſſes all Humane aQi- 
iops arc liable ro, and of the pro- 
miſcuous adminiſtration of Di- 
vine Providence to particular per- 
Ons. 


—_—— 
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fons. Here we may read of Job's 
happy and flouriſhing condition, - 
that he was the greateſt of all the 
men of the Eaſt; and of his low 
and afflicted ſtate, poor even to 
a_ Proverb, ard in a condition 
that only pleaded pity and com- 
paſſion; and how again he Lord 
bleſſed the latter end of Job more 
than his beginning. 

From this various adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence, men have ta- 
ken occaſion to make divers in- 
ferences. The ſcofting Atheiſt hath 
from thence wickedly concluded, 
that God hath no care of Humane 
Aﬀairs. If God (ſay theſe ſcof- 
fers ) had any care of this World, 
he would never ſuffer thoſe men 
who haye corrupted their ways 
by Treachery and Deccit, to proſ- 
per and enjoy an affluence of all 
worldly delights; whereas the 
vertuous and godly man, who 
takes hced ro his ways, leſt he 
fin, and who throughout rhe whole 
courſe 


of Humane Life. 3 
_ courſe of his life hath carctully 
\ ſtudied to 4eep 2 n, £25F: void of 
' offence towards God and Man , is 
notwithſtanding a man of ſorrow, 
and acquainted with grief ; as 
arned all the day long, and 
chaſtened every Morning, and hath 
Waters of a full Cup wrung - cut 
to' him. If God (ſay they) con- 
cerned himſclt with Humane At- 
fairs, he would never ſuffer the 
Tabernacles of Robbers to proſper, 
and the Houle of the Upright to 
be ruined and deſtroyed. 

This is without all contradiQi- 
on a great ſtumbling-block - and 
offence 'to the Blind Arheiſt ; and 
hath even been a fad trial to the 
beſt of Gods people, Wherefore 
does the way p | the wicked proſper? 
Wherefore are all they happy that 
deal very Treacherouſly ? Was a 
yn Teremy could hardly ar 

rſt reſolve. And we find Job 
and the Prophet Haba#tuk very 
much. puzled with it; and the 


Pſalmiſt 
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pſalmiſt plainly confeſſeth, that 
his feet were almoſt gone, and 
that his ſleps had well nigh ſhipt, 
when he ſaw the proſperity of the 
wicked, Pſal. 73. 

To ſee bad men proſpering in 
their wickcd purpoſcs and under- 
takings, and good mcn unſucceſs- 
ful and fruſtrated in thcir juſt at. 
rempts, has bcen none of the leaſt 
Topicks the Epicurean Atheiſts 
have made uſe ot, in their exempt- 
ing this World from' the Divine 
Rule and Dominjon. It was this 
ſingle conſideration that made 
Cato (who was once a Preacher 
of Providence; how Orthodox, I 
cops not) accuſe the Dominion 
and Government of the gods, of 
inſtability and unjuſtneſs, thar Cz- 
ar who ryrannically invaded the 
Rights of the Commonwealth of 
Rome, ſhould be ſucceſsful in ſo 
unjuſt attempts; and Pompey put 
ro the worſt, and overthrown in 
the lawful defence of his Coun- 
try 3 
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try: this ſtumbled him exceed- 
ingly. 'Tis true, ſome few. of the 
Learned and Sober Heathens did 
not thus rafhly fall toul upon Pro- 
vidence; bur very wiſely interred 
the being of a future State, where 
the yerruous ſhall be rewarded, and 
the vitiovs puniſhed. And thoſe 
Holy men in Scripture, who did 
fret becauſe of the proſperity of 
the wicked,quickly perceived their 
folly and crror, and that the wick- 
ed were only fed like Sheep for 
the Slaughter; and as the Poer 
excellently expreſſeth ir, toluw- 
tur in alium ut lapſu graviore 
Yuant. 

Job's Friends, though they did 
not diredly fall fout upon the 
Divine Providence, yet it is evi» 
dent they were of opinion, that 
God would never have afflicted 
7ob with ſuch ſad calamities, if 
he had been upright and ſincere. 
Remember (ſaith Eliphaz) who 
ever periſhed being mnuocent? Or 
g where 


hee ———— 
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where were the Righteous cut off ? 
ch. 4.7. Bildadtells ob, If thou 
wert pure and upright, ſurely nw 
he Ley ores þ. oF ch.8. 6. 
To both theſe Zophar ſucceeds 
with a chatge as grievous and bir- 
ter, For thou haſt ſaid my Dottrine 
is pure, and I am clean in thine 
eyes : But O that God would ſpeak; 
and open his lips againſt thee,ch.11, 
V.4,5. SPN 1 
Theſe were the Cordials 7o#'s 
Friends afforded him, while as his 
afflicted condition pleaded pity 
from his Friends, Theſe accuſa- 
tions were heavy ; bur he ſaw it 
was needleſs to tell them,that God 
might deſtroy rhe perfect as well 
as the wicked; and although he 
would not plead not, guilty, for 
then he confeſſeth his own 5 
Jhould prove him perverſe ; yet he 
humbly conceived, that it was a 
dangerous principle to conclude 
love or hatred from any ſuch out- 
ward diſpenſation WO, þ 
There- 
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Therefore finding all his in- 
treaties rcjedted, and his plea's 
' for his own defence lighted ; he 
is at length forced to beg their 
ſilence, deſiring far rather to plead 
his cauſe with his Maker, who 
could diſcern his ſincerity ; and 
therefore having ordered his cauſe, 
ch. 13.18, and taken an exact and 
accurate examination of his. for- 
mer ways, he, begins his:plead- 
ings for a mitigation of his pre- 
ſent calamity, from v. 23. which 
he continues till. interrupted, by 
Eliphas, ch. .15..and amongſt the 
many arguments ihe, urgerh, ; that 
taken . from the determined days, 
and unpaſſable bounds pretixed to 
men, is nor the ſmalleſt : Seeing hzs 
gays are determined, the number 
of his months are with thee ; thou 
haſt appointed his bounds, that he 
rawnyort paſs. Turn from bim that 
ht may reſt, till he ſhall accompliſh 
as an hireling his day. 
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where were the Righteous cut off ? 
ch. 4.7. H£Bildad tells Job, If thou 
wert pure and #prigot. ſurely now 
| he would awake for thee, ch.$. 6. 
| To both theſe Zophar ſucceeds 
[ with a chatge as grievous and bir- 
| ter, For thou haſt ſaid my Dottrine 
is pure, and I am clean in thine 
eyes : But O that God would ſpeak; 
and open his lips agaitift thee,ch.1 1, 
3 V.4,5. | ; 

| Thefe were the Cordials 7ob's 
6 Friends afforded him, while as his 
| afflicted condition pleaded pity 


from his Friends. Theſe accuſa- 
| | tions were heavy ; bur he ſaw it 
was needleſs to tell them,that God 
*f . might deſtroy the perfe& as well 
as the wicked; and although he 
would not plead not, guilty, for 
then he confeſſeth þ/s own y 5 
| Should prove him perverſe ; yet he 
F humbly conceived, that it was a 
dangerous principle to conclude 
love or hatred from any ſuch ont- 
ward diſpenſation - ET, 

. There- 
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Therefore finding all his in- 
treaties rcje&ted, and his plea's 
for his own defence lighted ; he 
is at length forced to beg their 
ſilence, deſiring far rather to plead 
his cauſe with his Maker, who 
could diſcern his ſincerity ; and 
therefore having ordered his cauſe, 
ch.13.18, and taken an exact and 
accurate examination of his. for- 
mer Ways, he, begins his; plead- 
ings for a mitigation of his pre- 
ſent calamity, from v. 23. wich 
he continues till. interrupted ,, by 
Eliphas, ch. .1 5..and amongſt the 
many arguments he, urgerh, , that 
taken - from the determined days, 
and unpaſſable bounds pretixed to 
men, is not the ſmalleſt : Seezng his 
days are determined, the number 
of his months are with thee ; thou 
haſt: appointed his bounds, that he 
cannot paſs. Turn from him that 
he may reſt, till he ſhall accompliſh 
as an hireling his day. 


B Theſe 


$ Of the Period 
Thefe words being the ground 
of the following Diſcourſe, it is 
but reaſonable I ſhould ſpend. a 
little time in their explanation, 
Seeing his days are determi- 
ned, &c. The word which our 
Tranflators render ſee/ng, is in 
the Original TDN zf, which ſorne Ex- 
poſirors think is uſed by way of 
quzry, thus; If his days be deter- 
mined ? But the Context ſeems 
to warrant our Vu'gar Tranfla- 
tion, and there is no doubr, but 
ir is very emphatick ; for it con- 
tains an implicit affirmation, a 
phraſe very ordinary, when the 
thing for its certainty is confeſſed 
and acknowledged. Bur ler us 
ſuppoſe that the words ſhould be 
rendred by way of quzry, yet 
there are two doubts that mult 
be remoyed, elſe their quarrelling 
with our Tranſlation is vain and 
1mpertinent. 1. It feems to be 
very evident, that it has then been 
a received opinion, that the = 
E. A 
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of men are determined ; elfe Job 
had never made uſe of this argu- 
ment, in his pleadings for a cetſa- 
tion from trouble, 2. If Job had 
indeed doubted, that mans days 
were determined, it was no wiſe 
nor rational plea, eſpecially fince 
he was pleading with God, who 
knew whether ic were fo or nor ; 
and ſince he might have made uſe 
of indubitable Topicks. Bur I paſs 
by this debate as trivial. | 
His days, &c, Ir is debated by 
ſome, why Job makes uſe of the 
third perſon, and not of the firſt. 
The reaſon ſome give is this, be- 
cauſe the third perſon uſed for 
the firſt, denotes contempr and 
modeſty ; and therefore Job in 
his low ftate is pleaſed thus to 
abaſe himſelf, eſpecially ſince plea- 
ding with his Maker; But this 
conjeQure is not fully ſatisfafto- 
ry, for Job in ſeveral of his other 
pleas,makes uſe of the firſt perſon ; 
which methinks he would not 
B z have 
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have doneif he had made uſe of 
the third perſon upon the -ac- 
count of the former conliderati- 
on; therefore from the promiſcu- 
ous uſurpation of the perſons, we 
may eatily conjefturc, that when 
the argument he brings does in a 
more peculiar manner reach his 
own private condition, then he 
makes ule ct the firſt perſon : an 
inſtance of this we have ch. 13, 
23, 24. Wc. But now this argu- 
ment taken from the determined 
days, and unpatiable bounds ſer 
to men, is a gencial one, which 
all men as well as he might plead ; 
theretore he ſpeakcth in the third 
perſon, yet always cying his own 
condition, 'The like inltance we 
find in the beginning of this Chap- 
ter, Man that is born of a woman, 
zs of few diys, and fill of trouble. 
Here he ſpeaks in . the third 
perſon, and not in the: firſt ; for 
ro beof few days and full of tron- 
ble, isthe charaQter of every man. 
_ ow 


of Eiimane Life. II 
Few and evil (ſays Jacob to Pha- 
raoch) have the days of the years 
of my life been, Gen, 47, 9. 

Are determined, &c. This word 
in the Original properly ſignificth 
to aig or cut thorow ; here it is 
to be underſtood metaphorically ; 
becauſe God doth as exetly know 
the number of mens days, 25 it the 
moſt accurate ſcarch were made. 
'Tis true, in all humane dercrmina- 
tions, it is rea{onablc that conſuire- 
tion precede, Some ſpace mui in- 
rervene betwixrt their knowing of a 
thing, and their determinations 
about it. TI confeſs, it is diſputed, 
whethcr the Humane Will be of 
it ſelf a knowing faculty ? or it it 
muſt follow in its choice the dic- 
rares of rhe intell-& ? I will nor 
diſpute this now ; but there is truth 
in that general Maxim, igncti nulla 
cupido. But to fancy thar there is 
ay ſuch priority between the Di- 
vine knowledg and volition, is a 
groſs miſtake, irreconeilable with 
| _— the 
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the Infinite and Eternal perfe&tions 
of God : who uno aut itfu, (as 
they ſpeak) comprchendeth and 
willeth all furure Events. 

The number of his Months are 


_ withthee, 5c. This phraſe holds 


out theſe two things : F:rſf, the 
Exa&neſs and Infiniteneſs of the 
Divine knowledg ; and Secondly 
the Divine rule and dominion. 
Firſt, it holds out the Divine 
knowledg to be Infinitc and Exact, 
The number of his months are 
with thee, Thatis thou art a God 
whoſe knowledg reacheth the 
ſmalleſt portion of our time, even 
to months and days ; thou alone 
knowelt all thoſe circumſtances ; 
and to know the particular portion 
of days allowed to every man, 
does certainly require an infinite 
and cxa& knowledge. I will not 
curiouſly enquire, what truth there 
iS in the pretended diabolical pre- 
ditions of future Events ; and 
whether Star-gazers from the Con- 
a junctions 
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junctions, and contrary Aſpets 
Of Ccaleſtial Bodies, can foretell 
the future number of the days 
and months of tcrreſtrial and in- 
ferior Sublunary beings: a paſl- 
ing view of this I will have occa- 
ſion to take afterwards ; at pre- 
ſent we reſt ſatisfied with this, 
that an exa& and comprehenſive 
knowledg of- our days and months 
is only the prerogative of him 
who holds our liyes in being ; the 
pretended knowledg any Creature 
boaſteth of, is conjectural and 
uncertain, if not (as frequently 
it 1s) fictirious, unleſs when the 
Divine wiſdom for ſome ſecret,and 
to us unknown ends, reyeals to 
his creatures ſuch furure Events. 
But Secondly, the Phraſe holds our 
the Divine Rule and dominion ; 
The rumber of his months are 
with thee - that is,they are in thy 
power, thou may {t cither _ 
or ſhorten the days ot Men : an 

I think the meaning ot this whole 
B 4 verſc 
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verſe is comprehended undcr theſe 
two hcads,which I ſhall afterwards 
diſcourfe of at more length. 

Thou haſt appointed his bounds, 
&c. Ir is not tate or Fortune, but 
the wiſe God who appoints to c- 
very Man his time. Now the 
bounds ſet to Men may be conſi- 
dered under a two-fold notion. 
Firſt, As it ſignifies that common 
and - ordinary Period which tl.c 
God of Nature has ſctled, which 
Men by the common ccurſe of Na- 
rure may fulfil, it no adcidental 
circumſtance hinder : and it ſeems 
the Pla!mitt only underſtands this 
common. term of Humane Life, 
Pſal. go. 1o. The days of our 
years are threeſcore years and 
Fen, and if by reaſun of ſtrength 
they be fourſcore; &c. or Second- 
ly, It may be undcritood in a more 
ſtrict ſence, as it is taken for the 
laſt moment of cvery individual 
and particular perſon ; and of both 
theſe I ſhall more fully diſcourſe 


ajſtcr- 
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afterwards and ſhow, that the 
words ſeem to refer to the common 
term of Humane Lite ; or if they 
mean this perticular term, in what 
ſenſe they are to be underſtood, 
determined, appointed, &c, 
Theſe and ſuch like condeſcend- 
ing Phraſes, have been moſt un- 
happily uſed, and ſadly miſunder- 
ſtood in the Schools. Some men no 
ſooner read in Scripture of Gods 
determining or appointing, bur 
they inſtantly conclude a phyſical 
previous neceſſitating act, which 
inevitably and irrefiſtibly deter- 
mines Men : and this kind of de- 
termination they plead for in all 
caſes; ſo that Men even in their 
vitious aCtions are irreſiſtibly 
determined to do ſo. I know no 
opinion which has rendred the 
reformed Church more odious than 
this : would to God I could ſay 
the Cenſure is cauſeleſs, and 
that I were forced to apolo- 
gize, for ſaying our Divines haye 


erred. 
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erred in rhis caſe, Bur alas the 
opinion is grown ſtrong, and not 
long ſince it was not much leſs 
than Hereſie to condemn it : and 
eyen to this day it is the ſtudy of 
ſome -Teachers, to infill it into 
the hcarts of their Hearers. bor 
the correcting of this ſowre opini- 
On, I ſhall have occaſion to add 
fome things in this tollowing dif- 
courſe ; now I ſhall defire it to 
be conſidered, that while we ſpeak 
of the Divine determinations, ap- 
pointment, &c. we ſpeak of things 
our knowledg cannot reach, the 
beſt conceptions we can frame 
to our ſelves of the Divine yoli- 
tions, are dangerous and imper- 
fe ; our capacities in this lapſcd 
ſtare are more narrow than we are 
aware of : and although they were 
raiſed to a higher pitch, yet we 
can never comprehend his way 
of working, who in all his ways 
is unſcarchable. "Tis truly fad to 


ſee the contending World fo ſeri 
ous 
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ous and reſtleſs in digging thoſe 
deeps that are unfathomable ; ir 
were to be wiſhed that Men did 
not found their pretended know- 
ledg of the Diyine volitions, on 
the baſis of their own filly vyoliti- 
ons, and did not argue from what 
we find in our ſelves to be the ſame 
in God. "Tis true the Holy Spirit 
hath condeſcended ro expreſs 
things ſuitable to our Underitand- 
ing and mean capacities, therefore 
we read in Scripture of the Divine 
determinations, appointments, ©c, 
bur yet to abuſe ſuch condeſcend- 
ing expreſſions, and to imagine 
that there were really ſuch purpo- 
ſes, and volitions in God as theſe 
we perceive in our ſelves, this 
were a heinous crime, pray let us 
ſatisfie our ſelves with this, that 
God in an eminent and tranſcen- 
ding manner doth theſe things, 
which we cannot do without will- 
ing, decrecing, Oc. 


That 
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That he cannot paſs, or as others 
render it, and he ſhall not paſs, 
which Phraſe is not to be under- 
ſtood, as it the particular Period 
of every Mans lite were fo fatally 
fixed, that he can ncither ſhorten 
nor proſong it; for this is contra- 
ry to many clear Texts of Scrip- 
ture, as ſhall afterwards fully ap- 
pear : but by this Phraſe, we arc 
to underſtand the common term 
of Humane Lite, which is nor 
ſo mutable as the particular , 
nor yet ajtogether ſo that 
it cannot be altercd ; for Gced 
has ſtill reſerved in his own pow- 
er the ſhortening and prolonging 
of it. And further,we mult not ap- 
prchend that the particular terms 
of Humane Bcings are ſo mutable, 
that God knows them not, and 
cannot forctel the preciſe Period 
of every Mans Life , or that the 


Divine Counſel concerning things 


Future is mutable ; no ſure, God 


has declared the contrary. IT am 
Gd, 
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God and there is. none like me, 
(faith the Almighty) declaring 
the End from the Beginning, and 
from anceent tame the things that 
are Hot yet done ; [19ing , my 
Counſel muſt ſtand, and I will do 
all my pleaſure, Tſa, 46. 9. Two 
things there be which occaſion 
men- to change their purpoſcs 
and reſolutions. 1. Their want 
of Power to execute them, 
2. "Their finite and ſhallow Know- 
ledg, which cannor foreſce thoſe 
future circumſtances which render 
their Deſigns ineffectual. Bur 
now there is no difficulty that can 
pole the Almighty ; with him all 
things are poſſible:it is the Prophets 
argument, the Lord of hoſts hath 
purpoſed, who ſhall diſanull it ? 
his hand is ſtretched out, and who 
Jball turn zt back ?-Tſa.24. 17. And 
further there is no circumſtance or 
condition that lyes in the dark , 
and unſcen to him, whoſe know- 
ledg is infinite, and who :<qually 
com- 
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* comprehends things paſt, preſent 
and to come, Theretore is it 
that man cannot paſs theſe bounds 
perfixed by the Divine foreknow- 
ledg : Bur of this afterwards. 
Turn from him, &c It is queri- 
ed whether Job here petitioneth 
a withdrawing of Gods ſupport- 
ing preſence, and a ceſſation by 
death, or:a cellation from the 
affliction and trouble he lay un- 
- der. There be Three things that 
plead for the former Interpreta- 
tion. 1. Becauſe the word 2M 
placed abſolutly, fighifierh to 
ceaſe by death, 1 Sam. 2. 5. and 
they that were hungry ceaſed, 7. e. 
died. 2. Becauſe the ſupporting 
hand of Providence being remov- 
ed, men rerurn to the Duſt, Thou 
hideſt thy face, they are troubled; 
thou takeſt away their Breath,they 
dye, and return to their Dus?, 
Pal. 104. 29. 3. It isnot incon- 
ſiſtent with Jobs former deſires, 
Chap. 3. and 6. why died 1 not 
from 
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from the Womb? Why did I not 
gve up the Ghoſt when I came out 
of the Belly? For now ſhould I have 
lJeen | ſtill) and been quiet; | I 
ſhould have | ſlept, ] then had 1 
been at | reſt: | O that I might 
have my requeſt, even that it 
would pleaſe God to deſtroy me ! 
That the Phraſe can never ad- 
mit the former gloſs evidently 
appears from the words immedi- 
ately following, for if Job had 
been pleading tor death, why is 
that reaſon added,that he might ac- 
compliſh hs day ? Ir is only then 
a ceſſation from his grievous 
affliction that he ſo earneſtly in- 
treated ; as if he had ſaid, Lord, 
thy affliting hand is heavy, and 
what am I but weak Duſt, not able 
to bear thy heavy Chaſtiſments? 
my Soul is ovetburdened with 
grief; and wilt thou ſer thy ter- 
rors before me ro affright me ? 
hath not poor man in this lapſed 


ſtate, Troops of milſeries attending 
him 
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him, from which he may expe& 
no freedom till Mortality be 
ſwallowed up in Life ? And are not 
his few days labour and ſorrow, 
ain and affliftion? And wilt thou 
ro thoſe inſeparable evils, ſuperadd 
a burthen of pain more grieyous 
and inſufferable ? O do not mca- 
ſare out ſo diſmal a Condition to 
thy ſilly Creature! Make me not 
the obje&t of thy direful ven- 
geance, but in the midſt of wrath 
remember Mercy. Art thou not 
Goodneſs it ſelf, and far more com- 
paſſionate than the moſt render pa- 
Tent ? And ſhall it be ſaid thou haſt 
meaſured our- ſo acute rorments 
to vex thy poor Creature ? I con- 
feſs PerfeCtion is not the thing I 
plead; yet may not I fay, it is 
not for my iniquity, ior for my 
ſin, that thou haſt afflicted me ? 
And let this Conſideration. alſo 
prevail with thee, that my unten- 
der friends ſadly miſtake thy de- 
ſign in atfliting me ; they conclude 
442 wh tt 
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ir is fort ſome ſecret heinous crime, 
that thy Judgemecnts are- upon 
'me- O thar thou wouldſt rr 
from thy wrath, that I'may enjoy 
ſome rceitbefore I go whence I thall 
not return ? 

This phraſe urn from him is 
ſometimies taken ih a very ba 
ſenſe. Thus we find the wicked 
ſadly characterized, as a people 
who defire God to depart from 
them , but as it is vittered ' by the 
people of God under the preſſure 
of afflitions, ir implics no more 
but a ſerious delire that God 
would be pleaſed ro remove that 
burden. Now in ſuch itinocent 
petitions there appearcth no 
crime, for ir is certain, that 
afflitions /mply confidered, are 
grievous even to the beſt of Man- 
kind : there 5 no afflifion ( ſaith 
the Apoltle) for ihe preſet 1hat 
& joyous, but grievous. "Tis true, 
impatience under afflition is an 
exceſs which no excuſe whatlo- 
C  eyef 
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ever can. pardon : there are fome 
perſons ot fuch- haſty complexi- 
ons,thart rhey riſe in paſſion againſt 
God. :it-they mcet with the leaſt 
afli&ion:; juſt like that wretched 
man who ſaid, 7h evil z5 of the 
Lord, why ſhould we wait any 
longer upon him? But thoſe peti- 
tions of the Faithful in holy wrir, 
although at the firſt view they 
ſeem ro be' peremptory and abſo- 
Jute, yet they are truly qualified 
and ſubmiſlive;and at the moſt; on- 
ly expreſs rhe harmleſs reſent- 
ments of innocent nature, that can- 
not but expreſs how contrary aitti- 
Etions are to it, | 
That he may veſt ; ut quieſcat [c. 
paululum, that his atuiction being 
removed, he may yet enjoy a little 
ipace to ſolace himſch, 11ll he ac- 
compliſh his day. I will purpoſe- 
ty dccline the anſwer of that 
querie, Whether it is lawful to 
with death when our condition is 
charged with a ſurplulage of ca- 
lamity; 
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amity ; for the brevity I deſign 
will not ſuffer me to ſurvey the 
difficulties of that caſe, only in 


_ . the general I ſhall add two things. 


I,1t the affliction be violent, fierce, 
and- ſeemingly durable, rendering 
us uncapable of exerciſing any 
duty; I queſtion nvt but common 
reaſon will ſuggeit ro every ſober 
man, that in thar caſe Death 1s 
more eligible than Lite. Yer 2.ſince 
we. are ignorant what God de- 
ſigns ro us, by ſending us ſuch 
ati:ictions, it 1S our part to 
ſubmur ro ihe Lords will, and fay, 
Good i5 ihe will of 1he Tyurd, Thus, 
aithough we mav culnparatively 
and fuvmiſiively with Death upon 
the account ut 1lome acute trials, 
yet it is never lawſul to be pecrem> 
ptory and abſolutc in ſuch deſires ; 
for trequently the happy event 
makes men conc'ude that & was 

good for them they were afflited. 
eſt, $: Mcthinks' the very 
ſound of this word is full of ra- 
C4 viſhing 
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viſhing ſweetneſs and pleaſure,and 
yet to thoſe who are ſlated in 
a condition of woe and Miſery, 
it is bitter and harſh; as the moſt 
raviſhing and pleaſant Mulick is 
in the Ear of him who is fad : 
thoſe who never taſted the honey- 
comb, know not its ſweetneſs ; 
the men who have been always 
drudges and ſlaves, have no di- 
ſcerning what Liberty is;and thoſe 
who from their birth have been 
accuſtomed to pain, know not 
their miſery ſo ſenſibly. But 'ro 
have once enjoyed bleſſings,and on 
a ſudden to be deprived of them 
not only the uncxpected change, 
but alſo their former happineſs 
adds ro their miſery, and makes 
their condition more unſuffterable. 
If man had been created to toil 
and Jabor, his eating of bread in 
the ſweat of his face, had been 
no curſe: but to haye been placed 
in a bleſſed and happy ſtate, and 


by his folly to be hurled into a 
ſtate 
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ſtare of miſery and pain, that, com- 
pleats his calamiry , and makes 
him ſenſible, how milerable a thing 
it is to have been happy. 

This ſingle conſideration ſcems 
to add very much to Jobs miſery, 
his condition was once more than 
ordinary happy ; and the amillion 
of the comtorts he formerly cn- 
joycd, makes him pathetically cry 
our, O that I were as in months 
paſt, as in the days when God 
preſerved me ; but now ( as he 
iadly complains) they that are 
younger than 1, have me in der:- 
ſton. 
If Joh in this ſtate of woe had 
been perſwaded of the certain 
change of his condition, and that 
his latter end ſhould be more bleſſ- 
ed thin hs beginning, the expeCt- 
ed hopes of this had fcrved to 
allay and mitigate his ſorrow, and 
. to render his caſe more ſufferablc 
and calic. Ir is the hopes of reſt, 


that puts ſtrength in the wearied 
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traveller; it was the expected re” 
ward :and aſſurance of a future 
bleſſedneſs--and better reſurrection, 
which made thoſe Worthies, Heb. 
11, ſo cheerfully undergo ſuffer- 
ing. What the happineſs of rhe 
Saints reſt is, I am not able to re- 
preſent, it- being ſo far above any 
thing we can in this imperfect 
ſlate conceive or imagine. The ad- 
vantagcs that attend our preſent 
tranGuility and reſt, are many 
and great, which ro enumerate 
ack be prolix and tedious : but 
if from that, we ſhould frame to 
our felves an JIgea of that Ce- 
leſtial Reſt, how imperfe& would 
it be? any Reſt we 1njoy here, is 
uncertain ; an unthought-of cau- 
fality may impair it, bur the Reſt 
that remains for the people of 
God is everlaſting, there is no ſear 
of loſing it : Keaven is a place 
tree from trouble, and there is 
nothing that .can imbitter thar 


» 


pleaſant ſtate. | 
Phi- 
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Philoſophers have a fayin 
that the end of Mot:on zs Ref 
this is indeed true ot all thoſe mo- 
tions and trials the ſervants ofGod 
meet with ; the way to the King- 
dom is ſpread over with thittles ; 
thorow many tribul.itions we muſt 


_ enter intothe Kingdom of Heaven : 


but thoſe Waves of atttiction will 
quickly over; and when the day 
breaks, theſe thadows will flee 
away, This Winter will ſoon 
be paſt, and 7he - /ngimme of the 
Birds will come; and Chriſtians, 
who by taith and patience con- 
tinue in weli-doing, ſhall cre be 
long be placed in thoſe man- 
ſions of Reſt, that arc in Zma- 
2#cls land. 

Alas, how inſenſible do we re- 
main under the enjoyment of our 
outward comforts! when we arc 
bleſſed with food, liberty, and 
health, we are but ſcniibly ſupi/l 
and ignorant, what 14 the value of 
thoſe mercies: but if hunger and 
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want begin to pinch us, if our 
former liberty be hedged in, if 
ſickneſs and pain ſcize upon us, 
then we begin ro gather ſome. 
ſenſe, and we accuſe our ſclvecs for 
pur ingratitude to God: 

Till he ſhall accompliſh as au 
Hirehme hs day; for the better 
underſtanding of this ſimilirude, 
I ſhall in four particuſars compare 
the davs of man with the days 
of an Hircling, and in each of 
them make application ro 74s 
caſe. 1. The days of an Hircling, | 
denotes a time ſet, prefixed and | 
limited for the pertormance of 
ſome particular piece of ſervice ; 
and arc not the days of man alſo 
allotred him for to do his maſters 
buſineſs? We were not born to 
be idle and negligent, ſure God 
had ſome greater deſign in the 
Creation of man than this : now 
this particylar guadrates yery well , 
with Jobs cafe, and ſeems to 
make the meaning of Jobs words 

ra | 
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to run thus; Lord, thou haſt gi- 
ven mea being, and appointed 
me a work ro accompliſh : but alas 
while 1 am thus excruciated with 
horror and pain, I am unfitred 
for thy ſcrvice, the ſurpluſage of 
miſcry meaſured out to me, dif- 
inables me- to go about thy work, 
be entreated therefore O merciful 
Father to turn from thy diſplea- 
ſure, remove the preſent heavy 
calamity I am overburdened with; 
that I may yet accompliſh the re- 
mainder of my time in thy work 
and ſervice. 2. This ſet and fix- 
cd day of the Hireling is full of 
pain, labour and toil; he is (poor 
wretch) both late and carly ar 
work, and ſc|\dom has he any in- 
tervalls of rcſt, unleſs his Maſter 
be more than ordinary gentle and 
benign ; and when he bas thus in- 
dulged a little caſe, he muſt not 
with the ſluggard ſay, O // hoc 
eſſet iaborare, he muſt to his work 
again, for upon this depends his 
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payment; no wages is the reſulr 
of not working; and in ſome 
caſes ſtripes and whipping is the 
fruit of negligence. And what 
is Mans Life? Ar the beii late ir 
is bur ſorrow and trouble, ri!) mor- 
rtality be ſwallowed up in I itc, Our 
pleafures (upon which we put 
the higheſt vaiue) are cicher pur- 
chaſed or accompanicd with pain 
and labor. It we bein a proſper- 
ons ſtate, our minds arc cither 
diſtracted with carc to make it 
more proſperous; or with fears 
puzled and perplexcd, leſt ir be 
overclouded; and if we be in a-low 
and adverſe ſtate, wc grieve and 
repine ; nay knowledg, the moſt 
excellent of earthly pleaſures , is 
yer in the judgment of the wiſeſt 
of men, but vexation of ſpirit ; 
For in much Wiſdom there is much 
Grief, and he that encreaſeth 
Knowleds encreaſeth Sorrow. The 
life of Man is not unfitly compar- 
ed to Ezehkzels Roll, which was 
full 
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fall of woes, Jf one miſery or 
woe paſſeth, behold another com- 
eth, as one Wave ſucceeds ano- 
ther. And by all theſe calamites 
we may learn what an evil Sin is, 
the fruit of which are all thoſe 
calamities we meet with; zz the 
ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 
thy Bread till thou return unto the 
Ground. - And upon this account 
Job may be ſuppoſed to plead 
with God thus; Lord, is not my 
time at beſt bur lamentable and 
miſerable? And wilt thou ſuperadd 
ro this inevitable miſery, a ſurplu- 
ſage of pain and aftiiftion? O deal 
kindly with thy ſervant who is 
devoted to thy fear; Turn from me 
that TI may veſt till T ſhall accom- 
pliſh as an Fhirehmg my day. 
Thirdly, True it is that the Hire- 
lings day is but Labor and Pain; 
yet the brevity and ſhortneſs 
thereof makes him regard it the 
Jeſs. Ir is bur a day, and thar 
will quickly be oyer and gone; and 

| what 
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what is the Life of Man ? It 1s but 


aS 2 khand-breath of a ſmall ex- 
renſion ; or like ro a palling iha- 


' dow, which we ſcarce ſooner pcr- 


cetive than it vaniſheth. Max 
that is Born of a woman 1s of few 
&rys, he cometh forth like a Flow- 
er and is cut down © his decaying 
1s within ſome few minutes of his 
budding ; as the Poet ſpeakerh of 
Rofes, & dum naſcuntur conſenutſſe 
Roſas. Now from this reaſon 7Jo5 
may be ſuppoſed to argue thus ; 
Lord, thcu knoweſt how frail and 
brittle I am, and if thou contend 
thas with me, how quickly. ſhall I 
return to the Duſt, I Beſfecch rhee 
confidcr thar my time js however 
but ſhort, - and let thy goodneſs 
appear in removing thy ſtroke 
away ircm me, ſor I am conſum- 
cd by the blow of thine hand ; 
O ſpare me that T may recover 


Prenght before T go hence, and be 
mo more. Fourthly, The Reſt and 


Wages the Hircling cxpecteth, 
makes 


ern 
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makes the accompliſhing of his 
day more caſic and tolerable. The 
word rendred accomplifh, ſignifi- 


_ ethro will and delight in a thing 


earneſtly ; donec optdta veneat dies. 
"Tis aday wiſhed and longed for, 
and much delighted in when ic 
comes. And indeed the ſtrength 
of the compariſon ſeems to lye 
in this, which makes the mean- 
ing of Jobs words to be this; Lord, 
now my trouble and pain excru- 
ciats and torments me, and my 
life is more weariſome ro me, than 
the Hirelings day can be ro him; 
therefore turn away thy wrath 
from me, thar in the finiſhing of 
my courſe I may be as jovial and 
cheerful, as the Hireling is when 
his day is accompliſhed - and thus 
I have done with the Explanation 
of rheſe words. 

The next thing I deſigned in 
this undertaking, is to enquire 
how the days of every Mans Life 
may be ſaid to be determined; _ 
whe- 
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whether the Period of every Mans 
Life were ſo fixed and bounded, 
that by his care, good managery 
and uſe of the means, it cannot be 
extended ; nor ſhortned by his 
negligence, intemperance, or CX- 
poſing of himſelf ro the Famine. 
Sword, or Plaguc, it is very 
certain from this plain Text of 
Scripture, that the days of every 
Mans Lite are determined; bur thc f 
manner how, is left unexplained : 
and this we do not learn from 
Scripture. And it were to be wiſhed 
that our curioſity would forbear 
any enquiry into things that are 
hid : bur alas our inclinations are 
ſo wicked and preverſe, that ntz- 
mur in vetitum, we arc always 
bent and cager in our enquiries 
after things of a myſterious alloy ; 
and God knows how miſerably 
ſome men have miſtaken in their 
enquiries after a ſolution of the 
preſent doubt : and if I could pro- 
miſe ro my ſelf tro reifie thoſe | 

h 


uge | 


"WP. .- —_— ; 


\ 
4 


of Humane Life. 37 
huge miſtakes ſome men have fall- 
en into, this would bea ſufficient 
juſtification of my preſent under- 
taking, 

Bur in order to the unfolding 
of this doubt, I ſhall promiſe four 
things which will contribute to 
the better underſtanding of it. 

Firſt, Therc is no doubr that 
every Mans Life hath a Period. 
1: is appointed for all men once to 
dye ; this 1s a warfare from which 
there is no diſcharge : What Man 
is be that liveth and ſhall not ſee 
Death? As to this the Prince and 
Peaſant ſtand upon even terms, and 
as the wiſe man tells us, the rich 
and poor meet together:therc is no 
juſtling in the Grave for preceden- 
cy. I confeſs it were not worth 
the pains to conſider the trivial 
inſtances, taken from the- Tranſla-, 
tion to: Enoch and Elias, to in- 
fringe this pofirion, For firſt, we 
are not to debare -1.2r God may 
do, he has a Suveraiguty over 
his 


—  — — 


—____—w_ocdulL.ÞÞw_ww——_ww__—___G@©YK_w_ca * OY" 
1 _ 


| 


z$ Of the Period 
his Creatures, and muſt not be 
called ro give a rcaſon of his aQi- 
ons ; all whoſe ways are tracts of 
wiſdom and goodneſs. Secondly, 
We know nothing of the manner 
of their Tranſlation : he who will 
poſitively ſay , that rhey did not 
undergo thar which is equivalent 
ro death, will ſay more than he 
can prove. I am apr to believe that 
no ſober man will ſay, that they 
entred their Heavenly Habitation 
with their unrefined bodies ; no 
more than thoſe who riſe at the 
ſound of rhe laſt Triumper, in the 
rwinkling of an eye, are carried in- 
to Heaven without any change. 
Secondly , Ir is alſo unqueſtio- 
nable, that Sin introduced this 
Period to every Mans Life; the 
primitive threatning runs thus, 2 
the day thou eateſt thou ſhalt dye. 
And the Apoſtle hath as plainly 
expreſt it as it can be, Wherefore 
as by one Man Sim entred into the 
World, and Death by Sin, and ſo 
Death 
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Death paſſed upon all Men for that 
all have ſinned, Rom. 4. 12. where 
it is plain, that Death is a puniſh- 
ment inflifted for Sin, ſo thar if 
man had never finned, we have 
no reaſon ro think he ſhould have 
died I confeſs without Revyela- 
tion, we could never have gueſſed 
this to be the cauſe of Death, The 
Heathen Philoſophers were cx- 
ceedingly conleles in their notions 
concerning the origine of Sin, and 
- the cauſe of Death: many of them 
thought that Death was a natural 
accident , originally appurtenant 
to Humane Nature. And indeed 
if Revelation had not declared 
the contrary, I had been tully fa- 
tisfied, that Death had been no 05 
ther thing bur ſuch a natural ac- 
cident; bur it is ſtrange thar any 
man that has converſed with ſa- 
cred writ, ſhould be of this opi- 
nion, And yet we find, the Pe- 
Fugians of old were great ſtick- 
lers for it : hence is it that the an- 
D cictft 
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cient Fathers and Councils have 
condemned it with a Curſe. In the 
Melevitan Conncil Can. 2. we 


read thus, placuit , ut quicunque 


dicit, Adam primum hommem mor- 
talem fattum, ita ut ſrve peccaret, 
ſive non peccaret, moreretur int 
cor pore, hoc eſt, de corpore exiret, 
non peccati merito ſed neceſſitate 
nature, anathema //t. In aftcr-ages 
the Scotits (the moſt ſubtil of all 
Scholaſtick writers) inclined much 
to this opinion, againſt whom the 
Thomiſts ( their irreconcilable Ene- 
mies) took up the cudgels:amongſt 
modern writers the ſeemingly 
rational Sor;znzans,have owned this 
omen conceit. But I cannot 
ay to debate this at length, only 
in brief, if Death had been natu- 
ral ro man in the ſtate of Inno- 
cency, it behoved to have been be- 
cauſe of theſe following reaſons. 
1. Becauſe Adams natural con- 
{tirution implied mortality ; the 
Materials of his conſtitution were 
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riot ſo amicable as to etitertain a 
laſting amity and friendſhip. 2. It 
was the primitive precept, he 
fruitful and multiply: now it is 
plain that procreation includes 
mortality in its notion; and far- 
ther it ſeems to be unconceivable 
how this little Map of Earth ſhould 
have contained a numerous mul- 
tiplying and never dying off- 
ſpring. 3- Humane Nature it the 
ſtare of Innocency did ſtand in 
need of Meat and Drink, as is 
plain from Ger, 1, 19. now the 
end of eating and drinking is not 
only to hold up, bur to repair the 
decays of our Bodies, which would 
ſudenly return to duſt, if they were 
hot thus rehewed , and itrengthen- 
ed.4.1t Death were only the effet 
of Sin, and the Devil were called a 
Mutrderer from the beginning; be- 
cauſe of his tempting our firit pa- 
tents to eat of the forbidden Fruit,it 
will follow, that ſince Chriſt cams 


to take away the ſins of theWorld 
D 3 and 
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and to deſtroy the works of the | 
Devil, that he alſo rook away the 
wages of fin, which is Death ; than 
which nothing is more contrary to 
daily experience. 5. Immortality | 
ſeems to be entailed only to the | 
{tate of future Glory,where Corrup- 
7i0n ſhall put on Tncorruption, and | 
Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up in | 
life : and then there ſhall be uo 
more death, Rev. 21, 4. Theſe are 
the moſt material reaſonsI can 
find for the proot of this opinion, 
in anſwer to which I ſhall deſire 
the Five following conſiderations | 
may be weighed. + | 
Con/id. 1, It is not ro be doudted | 
that the cternal wiſdom, furniſh- | 
cd our firft parents with all theſe | 
accompliſhments rheir ſpecitick 
nature could ſuffer : the ſignatures | 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs were le- | 
gible in the loweſt and leaſt regar- | 
ded piece of rhe creation ; bur in 
Man in a more eminent manner: | 
conſpicnous. Ir is almoſt- impoſſi- 
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ble for us in this fallen ſtate, ro 
conceive what thoſe endowments 
were, with which his innocent con- 
dition was bleſſed. We have no rea- 
ſon to think that there was any 
Jar or diſagreement among{t his 
facultics,or oppoſition and fight of 
one quality with another. It was 
mans diſobedience that diſturbed 
the whole univerſe, and diſordered 
cvery part of it ; while he was at 
peace with his Maker, he enjoyed 
a ſerene condition, and nceded not 
fear any hurt either External or 
Internal : then all the parts of his 
Body entertained a fweer harmo- 
ny , and there could be nothing 
except Sin that ſhouJd have made 
any tailure in his conſtitution, or 
made a ſeparation berwcen his 
Soul and Body. Bur Sin having en- 
tred the World, every part of the 
univerſe changed its tace;and Man, 
who was Heavens favorite in his 
firlit mould, is now condemned 7o 
eat his bread inthe ſweat of his 
D 3 face 
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ſl ace till he return unto the dufF. 
[f his is all that we can learn from 
| Revelation concerning the intro- 
duction of Death; to ſuppoſe any 

other account of it, were to give 
up our ſelyes to the diftates of 

our extravagant fancies: and far- | 
ther, it is very unreaſonable to in- | 
| fer mans mortality from his con- 
| ſtitution, and becauſe he is carth- 
j ly ; unleſs we think it alſo ratio- 
| nal, that perfe&ted Bodies, in the 
ſtate of Glory are not Bodies, or 
that they are eyen there mortal ; 
Both which ſeem ro be plainly op- 

olite ro Scripture. 

Con/id. 2. The Phraſe Immor- 
| | ral, may fall under a double no- 
tion: for Fzyſt, ſometimes it is ta- 
ken abſolutely, implying a being 
molt perte&, which had no begin- 
ing, and can have no end ; and in 
this ſenſe, !mmortality is ſolely the 
prerogative of our Maker, and 
| can never be a*tributed to any 
C - excature, Secondly, Sometimes it 
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'1S taken Coney : and ſo 


under various confidcrations it 
may be attributed cirher, Fzrf?, 
To perte&ed Saints who arc fiated 
in Glory, where the primitive 
Image loſt by mans fall, is renew- 
ed and. perieed ; and of thoſe 
our Saviour in the Goſpel of Lute 
rells us, that they can dye no more, 
Luke 20, 36. or Secondly, to our 
firſt parents in the State of Inno- 
cency. For ſo long as they re- 
mained obedient to the Laws of 
Heaven, Immortality was entailed 
upon their nature : for the tenor of 
the primitive threatning is, 27 the 
day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
dye : where temporal Death ſeems 
to be threatncd, which had been 
idle and yain if men had dicd, al- 
though they had never eaten the 
forbidden Fruir. I know ſome men 
think thar Sin only laid a neceſfary 
obligation upon men to obey ; and 
provoked God to remove that Su- 
pernatural and Superadded qua- 
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lity and gift; which preſerved 
them from Death. With ſuch ſort 
of men I have no great quarrel, 
although 1 think char God could as 
eaſily have made mans conſtituti- 
on ſo laſting, and the conſtituent 
parts of his fabrick ſo harmoni- 
ous, that he ſhould have neyer 
dyed if he had not ſinned, as to 
creat a ſuperadded +heing to pre- 
ſerve him ſafe. For reaſon would 
plead,that that ſuperadded gift re- 
quired another, and ſo in nfin:- 
TUM. 

Bur farther,'tis very unrcaſona- 
bie to infer mans corruption from 
that precept, be fruitful and mult i- 


74y:tor although in ſome ſenſe gene- 


ratiounins eſt alterins corruptio, 
yet the ſtate of being, even ſince 
the fall, (to which that axiom has 


only reſpe)is nor ſo brittle,as that 
the prodution of the Child infers 
the deitruction of the parent. 


Neither doth that curious query 


concerniug the place for that ſup- 


poſed 
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poſed numerous oft-ſpring, carry 
with it more reaſon; for F:-ff, It 
is nor to be doubted, but the wiſe 
Creator who gave being tro Man 
knew well enough how to provide 
an Habitation for his oft-ſpring. 
Secondly, the Precepts be Frumntful 
and Multiply, carries with it a 
Limitation, and repleniſh the 
Earth ; fo that we can never well 
conclude from it, that Genera- 
tion ſhould have continued after 
the repleniſhing of the Earth. But 
Thirdly, What ſuppoſe this little 
Map of Earth had nor been able to 
contain ſo numerous an off-ſpring, 
could not God have Tranſlated 
Man after he had lived ſome ſpace 
upon the Earth to ſome berter Ha- 
bitation, as he did with Enoch and 
Elijah ! 

Conſpd. 3, Though Man ih the 
ſtate of Innocency . ſtood in need 
of Meat and Drink, yet his nutri- 
ment was not noxious and hurt- 
tul ro him, as now it is. It was 
_ for 


48 | Of the Period 


for Mans diſobedience that a Curſe 
was upon the ground, before which 
there was no tear of hurt from the 
Fruit of the Trees, and the Herbs 
of the Field-: ( which were the 
only things granted to Men for 
Food in that ſtate.) And indeed 
if we bur conſider that even in this 
fallen ſtate, there is a huge diffe- 
rence between the Lives of thoſe 
who live upon wholſome Food, 
and obſerve a moderate Diet; and 
of thoſe who are careleſs in their 


Dier, and feed upon Husks ; we 


cannot but think the former Con- 
fideration reafonable, eſpecially 
ſince that bleſſed ſtare excluded all 
manner of exceſs, 

Conſid. 4. Great and Manifold 
arc the bleſſed benefits that are 
conferred upon Mankind, upon 
the account of his Redeemer : 
now Man, who was at odds with 
his Maker upon the acccunr of 
his Rebellion, is again taken into 
fayor; and the diſobedient World 
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is reconciled unto God. And al- 
rhough the being of ſin is nor quire 
abolithed, yer the Curſe is remoy- 
ed; and Dcath is not properly now 
a puniſhment. 
| Con/id. 5. Immortality conioyn- 
| ed with aſtate of perſedfelicity,is 
| reſerved for Heavens favourites : 
! Inthe ſtate of Innocency our firſt 
| Parents were liable to Death if 
' they rebelled. bur the Saints above 
are confirmed in their Bleſſed fate: 
atd as our Lord Chriſt tells us,zhey 
can dye no more. But this much may 
ſuffice for the removing the former 
doubts. 
| The Third thing I premiſe is, 
that '*tis very uſual in Scripture, 
as it is inall Languages, to pur 
| the Whole ſometimes tor the Part: 
thus Man is ſaid to dye, to ceaſe 
to be Mortal, becauſe the Bo- 
by is liable to Corruption, and 
not that the whole Man, or all 
the Eſſential conſtituent parts 
ceaſe. And thus when we diſpute 
con- 
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concerning the Period of every 
Mans Life, we muſt not fooliſhly 
fancy that a Period isut to the 
being of the Soul, but only that 
its union with the body is diſlol 
ved : otherwiſe a diſmal ſiroke 
would begiven ro our Religion , 
and what would become ot the 
vertuous ? I conſets it is very hard 
and difficult, tro demonſtrate the 
Immortality of our Souis by na- 
rural reaſon : "Tis true, by reaſon 
I may prove that our Natures are 
{piritual, and that we clicite acts 
which are beyond the power 
of matter ; but yer we could 
never be fully aſcertained thar 
there is a Life after this, if Re- 
vclation had not plainly diſcovers 
ed it. The Heathen Philoſo- 
phers very wiſely entertained 
ſome hopes of a Life after this ; 
upon moral arguments taken irom 
the goodneſs of God,and his juſtice 
in diſtributing Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments : but alas how doudt- 
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full were their hopes, and with 
how much heſitation did they dif- 
courſe of it ! Bur by the help 
of Revelation, theſe doubts are 
fully removed, and we now know 
that therc isa Reſurrefion from 
the dead,and that the Souls of Be- 
lievers at death go immediately in- 
to glory. 

Fourthly, Becauſe the explica- 
tion of terms is very neceſſary 
for the unfolding of dowbts; I 
ſhall conſider the rwotold notion 
and acception the period of Hu- 
mane Lite is lyable to. 1. Some- 
times it is taken in a large ſenſe, 
tor that common and ordinary Pe- 
riod which the Author of our na- 
tures hath ſctled, which Men 
by the common courſe of nature 
arrive at : Now many learned 
Men upon good grounds think that 
this is the determined bounds 
mentioned in Scripture. 2, Some- 
rimes it is raken for the laſt mo- 


ment of every Mans Life at what- 
ever 


a4. 
OI 
- 


— 


—_ —_y—_—w —O Ir - 


—__ 


les. le tre ant... 


2 Of the Period 

ever time it happeneth ; whether 
1. In the Beginning - of Mans 
days; or 2. In the midſt of his 
days. Thus the Pfalmiſt prays, 
that God would not cut him off int 
the midſt of his days. Or 3. When 
Men come to be of a good old Age 
and full of years, as it is ſaid of A- 
braham, he died in a good Old Age, 
an Old Man and full of years, Gen. 
25. 8, 

That there is ſuch a Common 
Period of Humane Life ſeems to 
be certain and indubitable : we 


evidently enough perceive that 


Men in the Age and place wherein 
we live, exceed not (unlefs rarely) 
the bounds fixed upon, Pſal.90.10. 
The days of our years are Three- 
ſcore years and Ten, and if by rea- 
fon of more firength they be Four- 
ſcore years, &c. And if we ſhall 
deſcend to the Conſideration of 
other Animals and Vegetables, 
we will tind it true enough thar 
the individuals of eyery fpecifick 
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nature, have a common Period 
which doth not ſenſibly alter ; 
but where there is a maniteſt diffe- 
rence of the climate, temperature, 


and ſoil. Again, it is yery un- 


queſtionable that this Common Pe- 
riod hath not been equally extend- 
ed inall Ages and places. "Tis true 
for many hundred years by -paſt 
it hath ſuffered very little altera- 
tion, but ſure from the beginning 
it was not ſo; nor can we upon any 
good ground be aſcertained that 
it will continue the ſame that ir 
iSnow, till the end of all fleſh 
come. Though I will not poſitively 
affirm, that Mens Lives will be in- 
ſenſibly ſhorrened,rill they become 
uncapable for procreation. 

Bur ro determine what hath 
been the common period of Hu- 
mane Life in by-paſt ages of the 


World, is a Theme very difhcult 


and hard: for 1. Although fromA- 
brohams time ti!! this preſent Age 


it bath altered but litrle or nothing, 
as 
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as we may colle&t from Gen, 15: 
13.and 16. whete a generation is 
equalled ro an Kundred years (as 
the Vetſes collared make it evi- 
dent;) yet before the Flood, and in 
ſome few Ages following it, this 
common 'Term was not concluded 
within the ſhort bounds it is now ; 
alrhough rhen ir was indeed cx- 
ceedingly mutable. Before the fa- 
ral Flood we read not of any who 
lived not above ſeven Hundred 
years, (unlcſs Abel who was mur- 
dered, and Enoch whom God took 
to himſelf : ) nor of any who ex- 
ceeded nine Hundred fixry and 
nine years. Now the common Pe- 
riod nor being ſo denominated 
from ſome few particular inſtan- 
ces, but from what happens to the 
moſt of Mankind in every Age 
who dye a natural death, we may 
ſuppoſe that Eight Hundred years 
was the common Period before 
the Flood. ' But then after the 
Flood, the mutabiliry of this com- 

mor 
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mon Poriod is, conſpicuous ; for it 
the next age after the Flood, it 
was cut ſhort two hundred years ; 
and in the next three ſucceeding 
generations ir was abridged to 
tour hundred years ; and in th6 
three ſuccceding ages to the for- 
mer it was reduced to two hun- 
dred years; and in Abrahams time 
it ſcems nor to have been extended 
to an hundred years. 

In reducing the Life of Man- 
kind into ſhorter bounds now than 
it was in the infancy of the World, 
the Divine wiſdom and goodneſs 
do very plainly appear : for 1. Al- 
though ir is true that Sin was the 
cauſe of Miſery, yer it is manifeſt 
that as Men began to multiply, ſo 
they became more cortupted ; ahd 
as the Earth was repleniſhed with 
Men, ſo with mnltiplyed Miſerics 
and thoſe nor only particular, but 
common. War and bloodſhed, ſlave- 
ry and toil; pains and diſeaſes, 
were in the firlt ages of the World 
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Yery rare and ſingular ; now theſe 
are ordinary and common : and 
. Is it not then a great mercy thar 
the days of our life are tew, ſince 
fo full of evils? But 2. If Men li- 
ved as long now as in the firit-ages 
of the World, a Land would not 
be able ro contain its inhabitants : 
and this is a far greater inconve- 
nience and diſadvantage, than the 
ſhortening the leaſe of our beings 
can be ſuppoſed to be. Inthe firſt 
ages of the World, the lives of 
Men were extcnded,that the earth 
might be repleniſhed ; and it is 
very plain, that this common Pe- 
riod was ſhortened according as 
Man multiplyed. I confeſs God 
threatens to deitroy the inhabi- 
rants of a Land for their tranſ- 
greſſions ; it was becauſe Men had 
corrupted themſelyes, thar God 
brought a Flood of waters upon 
the World : and yet the Divine 
Juſtice was accompanied with 
aſtoniſhing goodneſs ; for he did 


nor 
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not ( as juſtly he might have ) in- 
{tantly cur off thar ng. 
ration, but he gave them the ſpace 
bf an Hundred and Twenty yeats 
to repent. Jer (| faith God (| bis 
days ſhall be an Hundred - and 
Twenty years, Gen. 6. 3. That is, 
although this be a perverfe and 
corrupt generation, yer becauſe 
Man is bur fleth, I Will give him 
this time to repent of his wicked- 
neſs; and if notwithſtanding . he 
will not after ſuch warning mend 
his manners, I will deftroy him. 
I know many learned Men think 
that God here only threatens to' 
ſhorten the common Period of 
Mens lives, and that it ſhomld be 
contracted within rhe bounds of 
an Hundred and twenty years: but 
this expoſition is nor agreeable ro 
the experiences of fome ages next 
following the Flood, in which Men 
lived much longer than an Hun 
dred and Twenty yeats. 
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Burt they ſay, God uſes not to an- 

t icipate his time in bringing judg- 
ments upon a nation or people : 
ro which I naſwer, it is very true; 
but methinks mcn have no ground 
ro think, that in the. preſent caſe 
God anticipates the time in bring- 
ing judgements upon them; for we 
cannot think that Noah was com- 
plear five Hundred years old,when 
God threarned to diſtroy the 
World. And indced any Man who 
is bur a little acquainted with 
the Jewiſh cuſtom of reckoning 
of years, knows how uſual it is 
with them, to name the greater 
part of any thing for rhe whole. 
St. Auſtin is ſo clear in this, Ve 
rather ſet it down in his words 
than my own: Intell;gendum eft 
hoc Deum dixiſſe, cum circa finem 
quingentorum annorum eſſet Noah, 
1..c. quadragintos oftoginta vite 
annos ageret, quos more ſuo Scrip- 
lura qgingenios Tocat ; nomine to- 
tus max1manm partent plerumgie 
ſign 
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ſenificans. Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. 
15. C. 24. 

Thus much I have ſpoken of 
the commen Period of Humanc 
Life, in reſpect of the ages of the 
World. I ſhall now add a little 
concerning its changeableneſs, in 
reſpe&t of places: and I confeſs 
in this caſe 1t is ſo variable, thar it 
is a hard matter to pitch upon 
particulars ; only in the general 
ir is certain, that this common 
Period 1s not the ſame in all pla- 
ces + in a temperate Climate this 
common term is extended ; bur 
where there is an exceſs of hear, 
or an unconſtancy of the weather 
m thoſe places this common Pe- 
riod is ſhortned. | 

Bur palling this, I come now to 
conſ'd:r the particular Period of 
every mans lite : there be two 
ways it iscommonly taken. 1. As 
it implies the diſunion of the 
patts, by reaſon of the exceſs of 
ſome one quality or other : or 2 

3 as 
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as it implics the Period of Hu- 
mance Lite whatever way it 1$ oc- 
caſioned, without any relation ei- 
| ther to the defect, or exceſs of any 
qualiry: and thus the learned 
Epiſcopius ſtares the caſe in his 
firſt Epiſtle ro Jo. Beverovicins. 
But to make this yet more plain, 
] ſhall conſider that text, 1. Sam. 
26.10 As the Lord veth the Lord 
ſhall mite him, or his day ſhall 
'come to dye, or he ſhall deſcend into 
battel and periſh. Though Datid 
was anointed King, yer he durſt 
not ſtretch forth his hand againſt 
the Lords anointed; neither would 
he permit A&/haz. ( who inconſi- 
_ deratly offezed({ to doit ; knowing 
none cold do fo and be guilt- 
leſs. Therefore he comforts and 
ſolaces himſelf with this conſide- 
ration, that God ſhould rid him of 
J4ut one of theſe three ways : 1. 
By ſmiting /im with ſome diſ- 
eaſe; and now to what a number- 


leſs number of diſcaſes are our 
frail 
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frail natures incident ? variety of 
maladics ptey upon frail man, and 
millions of miſerics attend him ; 
the Peſtilence walketh at noon-day, 
and the Air which he breaths may 
blow our the ſpark of his life. 2. 
Or hs day wall come ; that is, or 
he will dye a natura} Death ; now 
S$.1ut was well-ſtricken in years, 
and he knew that by the courſe of 
nature he could nor live long. 3. 
Or he ſhall deſcend into battelS pe- 
riſh:Thar is,it ſome diſeaſe cut him 
nor off, or it his day come nor, yet 
he ſhall be expoſed to a violent 
Dearh,or he ſhall deſcend into bat- 
tel. Sometime a violent Death is 
purely caſual; thus it was with hoſe 
erghteenupon whom the Tower in 
Siloam fell, Luke 13.4 Sometimes 
it is only improperly caſual, as 
when one of two equally expoſed 
ro danger is only killed: and fome- 
rimes it is only and properly vio- 
Jent,fuch was S$:zu/s death,ſuch was 
Achitophels and Hamans. 

E 4 The 
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The way to this diſcourſe in 
hand being thus far cleared, I ſhall 
now proſecute the deſign of ir in 
this method. 1. I ſhall ſet down 
thoſe erroneous opinion into 
which ſome men have unhappily 
fallen in their enquiry ior fatiſ- 
faction in tke preſent caſe, 2. I 
ſhall lay down the two common 
opinions that ofer faireſt for ſol- 
ving this doubr. 3. I ſhall attempr 
a full and ſartisfaQtory anſwer : and 
laſtly, I ſhall conclnde with ſome 
reflections upon the whole diſ- 
courle. 

I begin with the firſt to give an 
account of thoſe crroncus' ſenti- 
ments ſome men have unhappily 
embraced in their enquiry for ſartiſ- 
faction in this matter, And that 
I may ſhun tediouſneſs, I ſhall re- 
duce them ro the two following 
heads; 1, Some have fooliſhly 
imagined that the Period of Hu- 
mane Life is fatal and neceſlary. 
2, Others upon the contrary ex- 

cream 
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tream. have as.groundleſly thought 
chat it is altogether fortuitous and 
caſual. 

Amongſt thoſe who aſcribe eve- 
ry thing to the diſpenſation ct a 
ſure and inevitable deſtiny, the 
Stoicks have been always reckon- 
ed the chicfeſt combatants. Ir is 
well known that thoſe ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs Philoſophers did reach, 
that all effects were neceſſarily 
produced by the natural order and 
ſeries of cauſes, which were from 
the outgoings of Eternity inſepar- 
ably chained rogether; 1o thar 
neither Humane induſtry, nor the 
Divine power could alter whar 
ſuch a conjunction of cauſes was to 
produce. 

That Humane Induſtry, care, 
and good menagery, cannot a!:-r 
the decree of late, the 40:4 
moraliſt Sexeca very fairly cons 


felleth, 


Fats 
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Fity agimur, cedite faty: 
Non fſolicite poſſunt cure 
Mutare rats ſtamina fu/:. 
Jeneca in Ocdip. 


The ſame Seneca allo aftirms 
that the ſupreme being is ſo ſt iQ- 
ly tyed ro the Semperernal ſeries 
and order of Cauſes, that he muſt 
follow, but cannot gain-ſay what is 
thus eſtabliſhed. Qu:cquid eſt quod 
mos ſic vivere juſſit, /ic mori, eadem 
neceſſitate deos alligat grrevecabils 
bumana ac Dina pariter curſus 
weh:t. Sen. lib. de provid. 5. 

There are two very dangerous 
Authors of great name and fame, 
who amonglit many other bad opi- 
nions, have recalled this Sroical 
Dream, which was long ſince re- 
jected, the once is the Famous 
Mr. Hebs; the other the ſubril Au- 
thor of that Book, entituled Trac- 
tatrs Theologico policitus : Both 
which I may perhaps have occa- 
| ſton 
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ſion to examine more particu- 


larly. | 
But if all things were thus eſta- 


bliſhed by a fatal neceſſity, ſound 
reaſon would ſuggeſt to ſoberMen, 
rhat it were a needleſs thing for 
the Sick ro call for the Phyſitians 
aid. And indeed Czcer overy ig- 
genioufly confefſeth this : Sz fa- 
rum tibt eſt ex hoc morbo convaleſ- 
ceri, ſive tu medicum adbibuers, 
[foe non adhibuers,convale(ces. --St 
fatum ibs eſt non convaleſces, ſie 
medicum adbibuti , ſrve non 
convaleſces , © alterutrum fatum 
eſt, medicum ergo adhibere nihil 
©alet.Cic.lib.de | Ae although 
Seneca thinks he has fallen upon a 
very good anſwer, yct it is truly 
never a whit better. Cum ſanttas 
os pear ar de fato debetur © 
medica, quia ad nos bentficium fats 
per hujus manus venit, lib. 2. nat: 
cap. 35. By which means the 
Phyſitian is as fatally determin- 
cd to preſcribe the Cure, as = 
| Si 
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Sick Mans recovery is Deſtinat- 


ed. 

_ The Ages in which thefe Mcn 
lived being dark and hlind, we 
ought aS MUCN:i :«<; ou'y their 
cafe, as correct and reprchend 
them. Ir is our happineſs that 
we are not left to the conduct of 
natural reaſon ; and would God 
our thankful acknowledgments 
were anſwerable tro the greatncſs 
of this Bleſſing. I ſhall nor need 
ro ſtand in rejeAing this Dream, 
F think thc hazards this ſpecula- 
tion hath expoſed ſome ot its fa- 
yourites to, will be forcible enough 
ro affrighr others from embracing 
it. I remember I haye read of 
ſome whom this conceit had ſo 
far diſtracted, that they did caſt 
away their Swords and other wea- 
pons. when rheir Enemies ap- 
proached : Saying, If it be our Fare 
ro dye, to keep'our Weapons will 
never preſerve us from Death.” Tis 
alſo reported of the deluded Ma- 
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humetans, that in Batrel they take 
courage from this, that they are 
no ſooner Born,than Fate Seals up- 
on their Forcheads, how long they 
ſhall Live, and what death they 
ſhall dyc. Alas who would not 

itty Men thus infatuated aud be- 
wirched ! Surely, as St. Auguſtie 
excellently ſpeaks, Iz cor 7uum nox 
efſet fatuum, non crederes fatum, 
Tract. 37. in Joh. 

Next the Stoick ſtand the Star- 
g4azcrs and Aſtrologers, who attri- 
bute the ſhortneſs or extenſion of 
our Lives to the bad or benign Aſ- 
pect and Conjunction of the Stars 
in the time of our Nativity. Now 
although I deny not that the Hea- 
vens have an influence upon infe- 
rior things, yet ſurely this ſecrer 
and occult dominion Star-gazers 

lead for, is ſo maniteſtly croſs to 
reaſon and dayly experiences, that 
no man in his wit will affirm it, 
The Prophet hath long ſince ad- 
viſed us, zot to be deſmayed at the 
ſiens 
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ſiens of Heaven ; adding, the Hea” 
theas they are diſmayed at theths 
Fer. 16. 2. Asitithad been only 
peculiar ro the Heathen parr of the 
World,who wete ignorant of Gods 
Providence, to believe the vain 
predictons of Aſtrologers. Zay- 
lon was upbraided tor het truſt- 
ing Aſtrologers, Star-gazers, and 
monthly Prognoſticators. 1ſz. 47. 
13. Theſe Men confidently pre- 
fumed to forerell rhe time of Mens 
Death, and the caſily deceived mul- 
titude gave a ready aſſent ro whar- 
ever they ſpake - So cafily a matrer 
itis to impoſe any thing upon the 
' belietofthe vulgar. The Palma- 
fter as fooliſhly pretendeth, that 
God hath ſealed upon every Mans 
Hand how long he ſhall live, and 
that obſerving men(as rhey would 
haye us believe they are) can un- 
derſtand this by the lines and 
draughrs in the palm of the 
hand. And for proof of this 
they aledg; Job 37. 7. Where 

IT 
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it is ſaid , he ſealeth up the hand 
of every Man, that all Men may 
tnow his work, Put from this 
place no ſuch thing can be col- 
leed : for E/zhwis there taken up 
in expreſſing the greatneſs of 
Gods works, and the Divine pow- 
cr in commanding the Snow and 
the Rain, ſmall and great, to be on 
the Earth ; and he addeth, he ſeal- 
ethup the hand of every Mas. 
That is, when Snow and Rain are 
upon the Earth, Men cannot labor 
and toil ; their hand is ſealed up, 
they cannot work. 

Epicuris and his followers could 
never be reconciled to this opinion, 
bur yet the acount they give of 
this marter is'every Whit as extra- 
vagant and irrational - they being 
equally unhappy in the-account 
they give of rhe beginning and Pe- 
riod of Beings. | 

The account theſe Men give of 
the original of Beings is ſo incredi- 
, ble, that no rational Man can have 
any 
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any temptation to believe it ; but 
this belongs not to the preſent diſ- 
courſe. I ſhall therefore only con- 
ſider what they fay ot the Period 
of Beings; and briefly their opi- 
nion 1s, that it is no more but the 
caſual and fortuirous ſeparation 
of thoſe particles of Matter that 
wete united by a happy chance 
and hit. | 
\This error is of an Old Date; 
and had long cre now paſt pre- 
ſcription, it ir had not been ſo - 
ſuirable ro the humors of bad 
Men. The Jaducees, whoſe Religi- 
on it was to contradid the Pha- 
riſees, were very great ſticklers for 
this Dream : Some Men have con- 
fined the Divine providence to 
the Stars, and plucked out ſublu- 
ny Beings from his immediate 
Rule and Dominion. Czcero could 
not be perſwaded that God had 
any knowledg of things contin- 
gently future. Some to mend the 
matter,confels God may know the 
genes 
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eneral kinds of things, but they 
will not allow that he knows eye- 
ry particular. For this they think 
is inconſiſtent with the immutabi- 
liry of the Deity : Burt others haye 
been more illiberal in their con- 
ceſſions,rhinking it enough if they 
grant that God hath a care of Man- 
kind,although he never regard leſ- 
ſer matters : and thar, 


Curat magna Deus, fortuna parua 
relinquit. 


By means of theſe wild conceits 
this Error has procceded from bad 
ro worſe, yet very few of the old 
Philoſophers, or any other rank of 
men; ( Atheiſts thoſe Anomalus 
births excepted ) had ever thac 
confidence in impiety, to fay with 
che Epicureans, that the World 
is perfedly left ro its own fortui- 
cous and caſual reſolutions,or that 
I may expreſs it in their Poets own 
&phraſe. 

F Hive 
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Sive nihil poſitum eſt, ſed ſors in- 
certa Vagatlur, | 

Fertque refertque vices, © habent 
mortalia caſum. 


That the Period of every mans 
life is not ſo caſual and fortuirous 
as thele men imagine, may be 

| made evident by clear teſtimonies 
| from Scripture concerning the par- 
ticular Providence whereby God 
| takes care of eyery particular 
thing in the World. But becauſe 
| I will havc occaſion to conſider 
this afterwards, I ſhall now add 
only an inſtance or two from 
Scripture, whereby it may appear 
| that the moſt ſeemingly caſual 
Periods of men are ordered by an 
znfinite Wiſdom, and fall under 
the Divinite Rule and Dominion, 
And firſt the man-ſlayer,who kill-, 
eth his Neighbor unawars, ſeems: 
to be as caſual a buſineſs as cart 


be: and yer we may read how farf | 


| 
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the Divine providetice is concer- 
tied in this particular, Exod. 21, 
13. Bur farther, one of Epicurus 
Diſciples would readily conclude 
that Ahabs death was a piece of 
chance, and governed by no Su- 
preme power. Ir was but an Ar- 
cher's drawing his Bow at a yen- 
ture,which by chance killed Ahab. 
Bur the word of truth informs us, 
that by this means the prophecy 
1 K:ngs, 21. 19. was fall led: and 
that ir came not to paſs without 
the Divine providence, who rules 
among the children of Men. 

And now I have done with the 
two erroneous extreams which 
fome men have inconſideratly run 
to for ſhelter: the next thing I 
premiſed wasto lay down the two 
common opinions that offer fair 


for removing the difficulty ; bur 


I muſt ſay (tor the thing is palpa- 
ble, ) that I am now only ro give 


f the Stoicks and Epicureats 
F-z dreffed 


Fg rwo former reje&ted opimons 
& 
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dreſſed up in better apparel, and | 
much refined from the impure 
dregs of Heatheniſm : as, | 
[. Some run to the abſolute and 
inconditionateDecrees of God,and 
tell us, that from the out-goings 
of Eternity, previous to the Di- 
vine conſideration of circumſtan- 
ces in which men are to be placed, 
God has ſo abſolutely determined 
the period of every mans life,that 
it can neither be lengthned nor ex- 
rended by care and diligence; nor 
ſhortned by intemperance, Sword 
or Plague. 
2, Others who ſee the incon- 
veniences and abſurdities that fol- 
low upon the granting that opini- | 
on to be truc,are induc'd to belieye 1 
that the Period of every mans life _ 
is ordinarily mutable ; and may be 
both extended and ſhortened : yet 
ſtill they grant that God may, as i 
ſcems good to him, either exten 
or ſhorten ir. 
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There are four very confidera- 
ble particulars that ſeem 10 
ſtrengthen the firſt opinion. F:/?, 
There are many plain places of 
Scripture that conclude the days 
of every man to be bounded by 
the Divine determination. Second- 
ly, There are many examples in 
Scripture which ſhew that the Pe- 
riod of every mans Lite is from 
the out-goings of Eternity, ſet and 
bounded in by the Divine will. 
Thirdly, Tt is a common opinion 
that the futuririon of all things 
depends upon the Divine will,an- 
recedently ro which, things are 
only poſſible: and therforc, 
| Fourthly, we can never give a ra- 
tional and ſatisfying account,how 
the Divine knowledg concerning 
the Period of Humane Lite is in- 
fallible and certain, if it be nor 
founded upon the Baſis of the ſure 
abſolute Decree. 

Upon the other hand thoſe who 


plead for the mutability of the 
A. F 3 Period 
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Period of every Mans Life, endea- 
vor to remoye the fore-named 
doubr, and to fliew the great in- 
conveniences it is lyable to: That 
it quite cyacyates the uſe of the 
means, and encourages men to 
expoſe themſelyes to any danger ; 
Gc. as I ſhall endeayor to make 
appear afterwards. 

And now I come to the chicf 
thing I aimed at in this undertak- 
ing. vzz. To attempt a ſatisfying 
anſwer of the preſent doubt, in the 
proſecution of which intendment 
I ſhall obſerve this Method. F:-ft, 
I ſhall endeavor to ſhew how the 
Period of eyery Mans Life may be 


ſaid ro be determined. Secondly, E-: 


ſhall ſhew in whar ſenſe it is not 
determined: and Th;rdly,how it is 
mutable, and may be extended or 
ſhortned. I begin with the firſt, how 
the Period of eyery Mans Life may 
be ſaid fo be determined:and I ſhall 
endeayor to do this in the two fol- 
lowing particulars. 


r1.The 
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| | I, The Period of every mans 
Life is ſo far determined thar it is 

not without a Period. 'Fodeter- 
| mine, fignifieth properly to ſer 
bounds or limits to any thing. 
Now ſince zt #4 appointed for all 
men once to dye, every mans lite is 
encloſed & bounded within a cer- 
tain number of years, And I muſt 
add, that it I be not very much 
miſtaken, this is the genuin ſenſe 
of the moſt, if not of all,thoſe pla- 
ces otScripture that expreſs thede- 
termination of Mans days: and in- 
deed Jobs words, ſeeing hs days are 
determined, fc. ſeem to mean no 
other thing but this; and in this 
ſenſe it is unqueſtionable that God 
| Has appornied our boimds which 
we cannot paſs. 

But 2. the Period of every par- 
ticular Mans Life is determined 
in reſpect of the Divine preſcience. 
Now becauſe this is a very confi- 
derable particular, and, as I told 
in the explaining of the text, that 
F 4 which 
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which was intended by 7ob ; 
when he ſays, the number of his 
months is with thee ; I ſhail there- | 
fore endeavor to make out 

this truth by the plaineſt and 

molt convincing evidence that can 

be. 

In order to this I ſhall ſhew 
thar God hath a perfect compre- 
he ſion of all things, paſt, preſent, 
or to come; and by conſequence 
fore-knows the Period of every 
Mans Life. Secondly, I ſhall prove 
this by plain evidence from Scrip- 
tural Examples. Thirdly, I ſhall 
make it appear,that it is folely the 
prerogative of our Maker to know 
the Period ot every Mans Lifc. 

And Jiftly, T ſhall anſwer the 
molt Material objeAtions and 
doubts tharare brought againſt ir. 

F:rſt, that God hath a peric& 
comprehenſion of all things Po! Þþ 
preſent, and to come, is ſo reaſo- Þ 
nable a principle of natural Religi- 
on, that it hath bcen generally f 1 

owned 
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owned by the wiſeſt and moſt 
learned Heathen, And thoſe im- 
pious wretches who at every turn 
take the name of God in vain, in 
atteſting him in the truth of whar 
ſometimes themſelves know is 
falſe, ſufficiently imply that they 
believe Gods Intinite knowledg. 
Beſides the truth of this is planly 
held our in Scripture; it was to 
this Ciry of reſuge Peter did flee 
when his love was ſeemingly call- 
cd in queſtion ; Lord (lays he) 
Thou knoweſt all things, John 21. 
16. And the Author of the Epi- 
{tle ro the Hebrews makes uſe of 
this Topick to induce us to cri- 
cumſpeCtion, all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. 4.13.and 
God himſelf appeals ro the infini- 
ty of his knowledg in the qemon- 
{tration of his Dcity,and challeng- 
eth the Idol-Gods fo produce their 
cauſe ; and ſhew what ſhall hap- 
pen that ihe latter end of things 


may 
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may be known, Iſa. 41. 21. 22, 
The Pfalmiſt upbraids the Idol- 
Gods, in that they have eyes and 
ſee not : but he always comforts 
himſcif with this conſiderarion, 
that the God in whom he rrults 
does bchold his condition ; all 
which initances make it undoubt- 
able that God hath an infinite cog- 
nizance, and that nothing can be 
hid trom his eyes, who c<qually 
beholds things paſt, preſent, and 
to come. 

Now it it be ſo plain and evi- 
dent that God hath fuch an Infi- 
nite knowledg,no Man car. reaſon- 
ably doubt that God knows the 
Period of every Mans Life ; bur 
if any ſhall ask how is it that God 
knows certainly the Period of Hu- 
mane Life, I anfſwcr, thar it is a 
very þold and fruitleſs enquiry, 
which concerns not us to know ; 


his underſtanding is infinite, and - 


ſhall filly Man think to compre- 
hend and mealure it by his finite 


\ 


know- 
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knowledg ? 'The Pſalmiſt modeſt- 
ly acknowledgeth that ſuch know- 
ledg s too wonderful for hin, it is 
hich (ſays he) I cannot attain 
unto it, Pſal.139.6. And elſewhere 
he tells us, it is only bold Atheiſts 
who ask, How doth God know 
and is there knowleds in the moſt 
high? 

i confeſs the Schoolmen(as they 
are called) weary themſelves with 
ſuch vain Diſputes, and they are 
as peremptory in determining the 
manner of Gods knowledg of fy- 
ture things, as if they had proved 
their aſſertions with Mathemati- 
cal demonſtrations. Some of them 
rell us, that things future are real- 
ly preſent with God in Eternity ; | 
which methinks is a very noble 
Paradox. Others run to the Divine 
decree, and make it the Baſis of the 
— Divine knowledg. Others tell us 
hat God in contemplating his 
own eſſence ſees all the repreſenta- 
tions and Ideas of future thingy 
an 
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& therefore knows them certain- 
ly.We might add many other con- 
jetures, but theſe may ler us know 
how vainly curious ſuch wits are: 
but that which may ſartisfie any ſo- 
ber enquirer is this, that God is 
Infinite in knowledg, and there- 
fore knows certainly the Period of 
every Mans Lite, it being truly ſu- 
rure. 

The Second thing I premiſed 
was to prove that God knows the 
Period of Humane Lite by exam- 
ples from Scripture. Now I think 
this will need bur little proof, ſince 
the predictions concerning the Pe- 
riod of perſons are ſo many and 
pom: ſo many Hundred years 
oretold, & ſo punctually fulfilled 
without a failure in a tittle. The 
death of El:'s Two Sons, Hophni 
and Phineas was forctold. 1 Sam. 


2. 24. And punQtually fulfilled, as . 


we may read, Chap.4.11. both the 
manner & place of 7Jezebels death 
was forctold, & ihe Dogs ſhall eat 


Jezebel | 
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Jezebel in the Portion of Jezreel, 
and there ſhall be none to bury her, , 
2 King 9. 10. Which predici- 
on was fulfilled without a failure 
in any circumſtances, as we rcad 
in the cloſe of that Chapter. Bur: 
the moſt remarkable inſtances are 
thoſe manifold prediCtions con- 
cerning the death of Holy Jeſus: 
All rho prophets (as the Apoſtle 
obſeryetI? A. 3.) have foretold 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer;they have 
condeſcended upon the manner 
of his ſuffering, upon the time, 
and upon the circumſtances relat- 
ing to it. The Pſalmiſt in a figu- 
rative Speech, (a very uſual way 
of expreſling things amongſt rhe 
Prophets) ſpeaks of his being 
Pierced : ſo doth the Prophet Ze- 
chariah, and they ſhall look upon 
me whom they hve prerced, Lech. 
12.10.7Daniet did punQually ſpeak 
of the time. And after Threeſcore 
 andTwoIWeeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut 
off, but not for himſelf, Dan.9. 26. 

But 
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But farther, God doth not only 
know the actual, but alſo the poſſi- 
ble bounds of every Mans Life; 
that is, God doth know that a Pe- 
riod ſhould have been put to the 
days of many. Men, if they had 
not by their hearty repentance 
and Deyourt Prayers prevented 
its laſh. Ir was King Hezekza's 
Praycr to God that extended his 
Life Fifteen years, tor the meſſage 
which God did ſend ro Heze- 
kiah was this ; Set thine Flouſe int 
order, for thou ſhalt dye and not 
Live. But he having prayed to 
God gets this return; 1 have heard 
thyPrayer,T have ſeen thy tears, be- 
hold T will add unto thy days f teen 
wears, Iſa. 38. 5. From which it 
is plain, that God knew that a 
Period ſhould have been then put 
to his days, if his Prayer had not 
prevented- it. It was the peo- 
ple of Nzzevehs repentance that 
prevented the threatned judg- 


ment that ſhould have put a Pe- , 
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' riod to their lives. Which Mcthod 


if the old World had obſerved, 
they had prevented that Fatal 
Flood in which they were drown- 
cd. 

Thirdly, That it is onely the 
prerogative of God Almighty to 
know the Period of every Mans 
Life, will be cafily granted. For 
thoſe who deny Gods univerſal 
cognizance, will never attribute 
it to any creature; and thoſe who 
do acknowledg the infinity of the 
Divine knowledg, will never ſay 
it belongs to the creature. The 
only things that we are to conſider 
are theſe pretenſions to a fore- 
knowledg of things which the 
Heathen world bragged of, bur 
this Plea is caflily removed, For 
x, in thoſe dark ages of the World 
it was an cafle thing to impoſe up- 
on the faith ot the vulgar, who in 
all agcs have been very credulous 
and apt ro be thus deceived. Se» 
condly,lt is well known that there 
pre- 
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pretended prediions were very 
enigmatical and dubious. Ao te 
ZEacida Romanos wincere poſſe, 
was 2 Problem, rather than a Pro- 
phecy, which might have conclud- 
ed both ways. Thirdly, The moſt 
part of their pretended predicti- 
ons were only gueſſes and con- 
jeures, which tor the moſt part 
were falſe and groundleſs; yer 
Fourthly, 1 do fiot deny but God 
may for ends known to himſelf rc- 
veal the Period of particular per- 
ſons,when,and to whom he thinks 
fir. Ir is therefore ſingly the pro- 
perty of God Almighty who 
graſps all times, and who can ne- 
ver be impeached for giving a 
wrong divination, to know the 
Period of every Mans Life. 

In the laſt place I come ro con- 
ſider thoſe Material doubts and 
objections this principle may be 
urged with, As 1. Ir is hardly 
credible that God doth certainly 
know the Period of Humane Life, 

it 


f 


q 
g 


of Humane Life: $4 
it being only contingently future: 
this objetion Czcero could not 
anſwer, therefote being perſwa- 
ded that ſome things were con- 
/ ringently future, he thought God 
- could not know ſuch things. But 
* the difficulty is not ſo great as to 
make us deny God hath perte& 
' knowledg of things contingently 
furure. For 1. The light of na- 
ture may teach us that we muſt 
not reje& what is plain, becauſe 
we cannot comprehend what is 
obſcure, That there is in man a 
tational Soul is beyond doubt; 
and yer how irreconcilable are the 
opinions of learned men about its 
original, whether it be by ſeminal 
production, or by immediate crea- 
tion. Again the union of Soul and 
Body is a very myſterious riddle, 
| and the moſt ingeniovs h1pothe- 
| ſis has been confeſled to be unſarif- 
fatory; and yer no man was 
ever ſo far infatuated as ro deny 
that iti mari thete is 4 Soul and 
G Body 
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Body. In like manner, what altho 
Humane Reaſon cannor reconcile 


the Divine knowledg with the ; 


contingency of actions? yer may it 
nor reſt ſatisfi'd with this,thar God 


knows all contingencies, becauſe : 
' his underſtanding is infinite. And 


indeed the predictions in Scripture 


are ſo remarkable and plain evi- | 


dences that God knows all things, 
that now it cannot be reaſonably 
queſtioned. Bur ſuppoſeſRevela- 
tion had taughr us nothing of this, 
yet we might by natural princi- 
ples know that God is the molt 
perfe&t being that can be imagj- 
ned, and therefore of Infinite com- 


prehenſion; that he is out Maker, . 


and therefore muſt know all the 
4ntrigues of his creatures. 

But Secondly, the Divine fore- 
knowledg is not the cauſe of 
things(for otherwiſe criminal aQi- 
ons which do not eſcape his eye, 
ſhould be caufed by him who can 


not tempt any man to fin) which 
is 


= * =o Gear Pra; 


- 
ou Bette Prat 


of Humane Life, $9 
is impoſſible: if God ſhould 
reveal ro me that 7:tzus were cer- 
rainly to do ſuch a thing the nexc 
day, my foreknowledg does not 
neceſſitate 7:7iz45 ro do that act: 
ſo that upon the one hand as the 
foreknowledg of it hath no influ- 
ence upon the manner of its pro- 
duction, nor croſſeth the Humane 
liberty ; for the Divine foreknow- 
ledg is not the cauſe why things 
exiſt, but it ſuppoſeth the exiſtence 
of things: ſo upon the other hand 
the' contingency of the Period of 
Humane Life does not infer, thart 
it cannot be certainly known by 
an infinite underſtanditig who 
graſps all things and ſeaſons, 

But the great difficulty is, how 
the Divine foreknowledg can be 
reconciled with the Divine pro- 
miſes, commatids, comminations 
and prohibitions: how ir can 
conſiſt with the Divine wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, to threaten rhen 


with ſliortneſs bf life if they con- 
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tinue wicked and acbellious ; and 
to promiſe length of days if man 
will obey his commandments, 
while-as he well knows that the 
wicked man will continue in his 
wickedneſs, and be filthy ſtill, 
and that the vertuous and good 
man will perſevere in' well doing. 

I confeſs, this is a very great 
difticulty, and hath induced ma- 
ny learned men to doubr if God: 
knows things contingently future, 
not that chey would impeach any 
of rhe Divine perfeQions, or dero» 
gate from the infinity of his know- 
ledg ; but only rhey think that 
the nature of things contingently 
future,.is ſuch that they cannot be 
Kknown;as it is no diminution from 
Omnipotency,to ſay things impol- 
ſible, or which imply a contradi- 
Ction, fall not under its objec. 

Bur yer fince Scripture hath ſo 
clearly revealed to us the Divine 
foreknowledg of future aQions, 
methinks he is very raſh and in» _ 

RE 3 conſt- | 
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conſiderate rhat doubts it : it is 

a remarkable ſentence of Textul- 
lian's Preſcientia Dei tantos ha- 
bet teſtes, quanios fecit prophe- 
tas. Hence the learned _— 
tcils us, that his Religion and the 
reverence he chad to the Divine 
Majeſty would never ſuffer him to 
admir this argument, which re- 
fle&ed ſo much upon the truth of 
Divine Predictions.  * 

Bur I anſwer more-particularly, 
that Gods -promiſes and threat- 
nings are ſerious, becauſe although 
God knows that ſome- men who 
arc threatned will-continue in their 
wickedneſs, yet it being in their 
power to turn from their Sins,and 
theDivine threatning being an ar- 
gument which ſhould prevail upon 
men ; no man can doubt but God 
is. {crious with finners in ſuch ca- 
ſes. If a parent did certainly know 
that his Son were to commit a 
criminal a&t,would any man think 


that that Parents threatning, 0 
-& 
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his Son, if he did commit that 
act, were void of ſincerity. Bur 
2.ASGod knows that ſome wicked 
men, notwithſtanding of the ſeve- 
reſt rhreatning, will continue -in 
their ſins:yee 1 .He knows that even 
ſuch obdurate perſons may do 0- 
therewiſc,and 2.He knows that ma- 
ny men would have continued in 
their ſins, if they had nor been 
threatned» with-puniſhments. We 
have- no reaſon to think that the 
people of. Nznevie would have 
turned unto God if they had never 
been threatned. Now though God 
knew that Nznete when threat- 
ned would repent,yet ſince he alſo 
knew that it they had not been 
rhreatned they ſhould have conti- 
nued in their wickedneſs;therefore 
no man-can queſtion the ſerjoul- 

neſs of the Divine threatnings. 
And thus I have diſpatched the 
firſt particular, how the Period of 
every, Mans Lite may. be ſaid to 
be determined. I come in the next 
place 
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! place ro enquire in what ſenſe it is 
not determined. Now becauſe I 
have already rejeed the Sroicat 
tate,all that I ſhall ſpeak concerning 
this head may be comprehended 
in theſe following particulars: vzS. | 
The Period of every Mans Life 
is not fatally limited and bounded 
by any abſolute or inconditionate 
decree of God Almighty. Now be- 
cauſe many learned men violently 
urge, that God hath from the out- 
goings of Eternity abſolutly de- 
creed the bounds of every Mans 
Life, without any conſideration of 
thoſe circumſtances in which they 
are to be placed; ſo that men, do 
what they pleaſe, can neither ex- 
tend nor ſhorten the leaſe of their 
life: I ſhall therefore endeayor ro 
make this aſſertion plain, and re- 
move thoſe objeQions that it ma 
ſeem lyable to; and the rather, be- 
cauſe in ſuch kind of aſſertions as 
are beſides the common opinion, 
men will be ready to ſuſpe& ſome 
{niſtrious deſign. Thar 
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That the Period of every Mans 
Life is not Fatally determined by 
any ſecret inconditional decree, 
will appear trom the arguments 
we ſhall make uſe of in proving 
the inability of rhe Period of eve- 
ry Mans Litc, Now 1 thall only 
conſider thoſe abſurdiries and in- 
conveniencies that follow upon 
the admiſſion of the contrary opi- 
nion. As firſt, if the Period of 
Humane Lite were Fatally deter- 
mined, then thoſe wretched miſ- 
creants who with their own hands 
ut a Period to their Lives, may 
eaſily excuſe themſelves before 
their Judg : for ſince it is ſuppo- 
ſed rhat they are phyſically pre- 
determined to do ſo, how can it be 
imagined that they could do o- 
therwiſe? is there any reſiſting of 
the Divine decree? alas, it was 
not in their power to help it, and 
how then can they be cendemned 
for it? It is a known Maxim, Nemo 
peccat 741 eo quod Uttare nou poreft 
| © 
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The neceſſity they are placed in, 
ſeems to excuſe their ſin,but if not- 
withſtanding we ſhall ſuppoſe that 
ſuch brutith actions are really 
criminal, we run our ſelves upon 
another abſurdity, and that is we 
reflet upon the Divine holineſs 
and goodneſs; for if God has 
truly determined thoſe bruriſh 
actions by a previous, ſecrer, and 
unalterable decree, if he hath be- 
fore irrevocably determined, and 
ſo intanglcd in ſuch a train oi cau- 
ſes as ſhould neceſſarily make 
them offer violence to themſelves; 
how can we vindicate the Divine 
SanQtiry from the blor of being the 
Author of ſin? Alas, dayly experi- 
ence ſhews us, how apt Men are 
ro make uſe of this argument for 
their own vindication, when they 
do what is criminal; they tell 
us they were fatally determin'd by 
an external power in ating them. 
And with this conſideration they 
ſolace themſelves, as if they were as 
innocent as Fools or Mad-Men Be 
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But Ict no Man decaive himſelf 
in arguing ſo fooliſhly, the Apoſtle 
James, very torcibly _ 
this opinion. Let no man. |. 
when he « tempted, T am 4 


6&4 of God; for God cannot be 


tempted < ith evil, neither tempt- 
eth be ary man. But every man ts 
tempted when he « drawn avay of 
(1s own buſt, and enticed, Jam. 2. 
2-3 iq The wile Man in his 
ſcale,atter the certainty of things, 
concludes his Seventh Chapter of 
the Book of Eccle/erſtes thus, Lo, 
this ouly have I foind, that God 
hath made m.n upright: But they 
hatwe Jong. it out many iHUentions. 
Fray then jet us reject evcry opini- 
on that tcacteth God does neceli- 
:1a:c Men to fin, tor nothing can 
tc: more injurious to God than 
r2:is. To think to palliar the 
bufincſs by ſaying God is under 
no Law, js but a lawleſs and unrea- 
ſonable pretext; for the everlaſt- 
zng rcEtitude of his ſpotleſs nature, 
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is more than any externalLaw:and 
pray, what can truth and Juſtice 
do, but what is holy and Juſt? The 
diſtinion between the act and the 
pravity of the a, the former of 
which God dcetermins Man to; but 
not to the latter, is as vain and tri- 
volous. For the pravity of every 
wicked adt is inſeparable from it, 
And farther, the Divine com- 
mands particularly prohibit the 
act, and] think upon no other 

round, but becauſe the formality 
of Sin conſiſts in the aCt ir ſelf. Ir 
is indeed ſtrange to conſider thoſe 
Platonick and imaginary notions 
ſome Men run ro: Bur I think it 
ncedleſs to take a particular view 
of ſuch Dreams. 

Burt as this opinion ſadly reflefts 
upon the holineſs of God, ſo it is 
highly inconſiſtent with the liber- 
ty of Mans Will in the choice of 
the means. That there is a freeprin- 
ciple inMan,is ſo plain,that he who 
denics this, muſt engage himſelf a- 

gainſt 
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gainſt Experience and Reaſon. 
There is no Man who does wicked- 
ly, but he perceives he may do 0- 
therwiſc: the kick man is nor con- 
{ſtrained to negleA rhe means for 
his recovery ; neither is the Phyſt- 
tian forced ro preſcribe this and no 
other remedy: Men at not as Ma- 
chines, but they have a Free Prin- 
ciple, whereby they may chule 
what they think is beſt and moſt 
convenient : It's true,the Will,ſince 
Adam'sVall,is corrupted,and moſt- 
ly enclined ro that which is evil ; 
bur yer the Fall did nor deſtroy 
Man's Freedom, it made no Phyfſ1- 
cal change, only the F2culties of 
the Soul are morally vitiated and 
corrupted. 

Bur if the Willwere Phyſically(a $ 
they ſpeak)determined ad unum, 
it were unreaſonable ro think that 
the Sick perſon, who negleAs the 
means, could do otherwiſe. And 
alas! doth nor Experience convince 
us,that Men of this perſwaſion neg. 

ect 
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te the uſe of lawful mcans which 
God hath appointed, only becauſe 
they Dream that it God has de- 
creed that they ſhall dye, then it is 
needleſs to uſe the mcans; and if 


} God hasdctermined that they ſhall 


live, whether rhey uſe or negle& 
the means, they ſhall live. 

But you'l ſay, God doth nor on- 
ly Decree the £24, bur alſo the 
Means. 1 anſwer,this Plea doth nor 
a whit diminiſh or remove the dif- 
ficulty, ſince they ſuppoſe that the 
Means are as abſolutely decreed as 
the End: which quite deſtroys the 
liberty of Mans Will, and leaveth 
no place for any choice. 

Thirdly, This opinion leaves no 
place for praiſe to theLearned Phy- 
ſitian,nor for diſpraiſe to the un- 
Skilful Empyrick. Firſt, The skiltul 
Phyſitian can claim no praiſe; for 
alchough ir be grant'd that he hath 
wiſely conſidered the. condition of 
the Sick,and che nature ban Diſ- 
eaſc;though he hath preſcribed apc 

hy Reme- 
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Remedies, and in all things beha- 
ved well, yet fince he did no other 
thing but what he was determined 
ro do by an external force, who can 
think he merits any praiſe, It he 
could have done otherwiſe but 
would nor, then he might in rea- 
ſon claim it ; but the caſe accord- 
ing to the preſent Hypotheſes is 
quite oppotite. Bur,Secondly, nei- 
ther can we in reaſon blame the 
unskilftul Quac&-DoFor, who nei- 
ther knows the nature of the Diſ- 
eaſe,nor of thoſe Medicines he pre- 
ſcribeth. Alas!/poor man does no 
more than what he was forced to 
do,and he could nor do otherwiſe; 
why then ſhould he be blamed for 
any failure or miſtake he commits. 

Fourthly, The natural and ge- 
nuine Conſequence of this Do- 
Erine, is, to make men like Fools 
or Maid-men,expoſe themſelves to 
any danger : For inſtance, What 
need we be afraid to run upon any 
Precipice,if God hath I 
rne 
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the Period of cycry man's lite,there 
is no fear to encounter with any 
ſeeming danger; men may fatcly. 
enough leap into the fire, or cait 
themſelves into the deep, tor there 
is no fear thar they ſhall be hurt or 
perizh, unleſs the Almighty hath 
determined it; and if this be, they 
may perſwade themſelves they 
could not do otherwiſc, tor the 
Decrce 1s unalterable and cannor 
be repealed. 

Nor is this true only in Thcory 
& Speculation, bur it may appeac 
ro have ſuch bad effects, by the ſad 
experience of poor deluded Crea- 
rures.Alas/do we not hear the Vu!l- 
gar frequently comfort any who 
arc in trouble with this conlidera- 
tion, that God hath decreed it 
ſhould be ſo,if theſe perſons didon- 
ly mean that God exerciſeth a ſpe- 
cial Providence in the world, and 
ruleth among the Children of men, 
no body had ever blamed thene 
but this is nor their meaning, tor 
they 
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they plainly declare by ſuch kind 
of ſpecch, that all things come to 
paſs fatally. I have heard ſome 
wretched Sinncrs, who had com- 
mitred great and ſcandalous ſins, 
excuſe themſelves, by faying, they 
were decreed to do ſo, and God's 
will muſt be accompliſhed. 

It were very eaſie to multiply 
many Abſurdities which flow trom 
this Doctrine by a natural Conſe- 
quence; but theſe few I have na- 
med may abundantly fatisfie every: 
conſidering man, and ſhew him 
how pernicious and dangerous it 

| Is; but before I conclude, I ſhall 
conſider the four Arguments I men- 
tioned before,which 1 ſaid, ſeemed 
ro ſtrengthen and confirm this Opi- 
nion, 2s | 

Firſt, There are many places of 
Scripture which ſeem to conclude, 
That thePeriod of everyMan's Life 
z determined. I ſhall mention ſome 
of the moſt remarkable Texts of 
Scripture brought to defend this, 


as firſt 
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firſt, Pſal.' 31.15. My temes gre in, 
thy hand,deliver me from the hand 
of mine Enemies. From hence ſome 
draw this unexpe&ed Concluſion, 
That God hath abſolutely decreed 
thePeriod of everyMan's Life. Now 
I think no conſidering man ſhould 
ever have. gueſſed this to be the 
Pſalmiſt's meaning ; for the Text 
only holds our the Divine care and 
Providence, whereby he does ſu- 
perintendand continue every indi- 
vidual thing in the world in their 
Beings,and therefore is it that Da- 
vid makes his application ro God, 
that he would dcliver him from 
the hand of his Enemy; which me- 
thinks had been a needleſsPerition, 
if he had imaygined that God had 
abſolutely determined rhe period 
of his Life. Secondly, P/al. 39. 5. 
Lord,make me.to know: mine end 
the meaſure of my days what it is, 
that I mgy know how frail I am. 
$ This place is ſtrangely brought to 
3 -confirm the formerOpinion:For the 
| H _Pſalmilſt 
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Pſalmiſt doth nor defire the know: 
ledge of rhe Period of his life; he 
does not ask when he ſhall die,only 
he begs the Divine aid and afii- 
ſtance,that he may wiſely improve 
the ſhort time he hath ro live. I 
cannot ſtand to conſider ſuchTexts 
of Scripture as theſe, which are no 
ways acquainted with the Doctrin 
they are brought to defend. There 
is only one Text that ſeems to fa- 
yor this Opinion, 27s. Job 14.5. 
Seeing his days are determined the 
number © of his Months are with 
theethon. haft appornted his bonds 
that he cannot paſs. But I have 
conſidered this all along in thisDif- 
courſe. 1 confeſs, ſome in return ro 
this ſay,thar all Jo#'s words are 
nor approved ofGod, therefore it is 
hard ro conclude any thing from 
them;bur this is a very inſufficient 
anſwer.Thar which ſarisfieth me is 
this, thar Job here only ſays that 


our 'days are determined, bur he 
ſpeaks nothing how they are de- 
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termined; now :in what: ſcnſe-the 
Period of every Man's life may be 
ſaid to be determined ihavealrea- 
dy conſidered. ZY 
Secondly, There ave manyExam- 
ples in Scripture; which ſhew that 
the Period of every Mau's Life 
bounded and {rmited by an.abſolute 
Decree. The moſt retnarkable is, 
that AF, 4.28, Both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, wih the Gentzles 
© the people of Iſrael were gatber'd 
together for to do whatſoever thy 
hand © thy counſel determened be- 
fore to be done:TheScribes & Phari- 
ſees frequently ſtirr'd up the multi- 
tude 70 Jay hands upon Chriſt, but 
their endeavours were always to 
no purpoſe; and the account the 
Scripture gives for this, is, becanſe 
Hs hour was not come. In return 
to this, I ſhall :defire it may be 
conſidered, that.when we ſay the 
Period of evety Man's Lite may be 
:extend2td or ſhortned; the meaning 
$ nor, thar it is; impoſſible that it 
H 3 cat 
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can be otherwiſe: we never doubt- 
ed but the great Goyernor of the 
World . may make -what reſerved 
Caſes he pleaſes from the ordinary 
courſe ot | things; and no wonder 
though the preſent Caſe, which is 
upon all accounts ſo extraordinary, 
be exempt from the general Rule ; 
and for ſuch exempt Caſes, to 
which there ought to be allowance 
made,no reaſonable man can think 
they do any prejudce to the thing 
'T have been proving, 
Thirdly, 1t is a common of t- 
- 8101, that the futurition of _ 
depend only upon the Divine will; 
 antecedently to which things are 
only '-poſſible. In anſwer to which, 
I eaſily grant, that there is no- 
thing that comes to paſs con- 
trary ..to the Divine will; the 
molt criminal actions are or- 
dered by his Infinite Wiſdom; 
and permitted to be. Burt yet 
we have no ground to think that 
he decrces every future —_ 
Elſe 
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Elſe it were hard to vindicate the 
holineſs of God; upon which con- 
ſideration many Learned Men have 
hou induced to deny Gods imme- 
iate concurring With the Crea; 
rure in all irs operations; -and yet 
we need not run our ſelves upon 
this Rock ; for we may ſafely c- 
nough maintain that the Divine 
will is immediately efficatious; for 
God who created man with a free- 
dom of will, deſigned that he 
ſhould a&t withour conſtraint, and 
the reaſon why man acts ireely, is 
becauſe God wills men to aCt ſo; 
which plainly diſcovers, that the 
moſt contingent actions depend 
immediatly upon the Divine will. 
Fourthly, We can never give a 
rational nor [atisfyimg account how 
the Divine knowleds concerning 
the Period of Humane Life is injalh- 
ble® certain, if it be not founded 
1pon the ſureBalis of an abſolute de- 
cree.This obje& I have partly re- 
moved already,while 1ſhewed that 
H 3 God 
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God knows whatſoever is true, be- 
cauſe his cogniſance- is- Infinite ; 
wherefore' it is unreaſonable to 
think that God could nor have g 
perfect comprehenſion of things, 
1f he had nor decreed! them abſo- 
lurely. Now to make this yer more 
plain, 1 ſhall prove by inſtances 
trom Scripture, thar God hath a 
. certain knowledg of thoſe a 
which he never decreed : as abfo- 
lutcly furure, And Fzrft, Ir is a 
very remarkable inſtance which 
we have, 1 Sam.23. 11,12, where 
David hearing that Saul was to 
come tro Kezlah, he earneſtly be- 
ſeecheth God to tell him,if the men 
of Keilah will deliver him and his 
men into the hand of Sau}; and if 
Sau} will come down. To both 
which he gets this anſwer, Thar 
Saul will come down ; and that the 
Keilites will deliver him up. And 
yer the Event ſhews that none of- 
thoſe came to paſs, becaufe the ful- 
filling of both did depend upon 
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Davids (taying inKe4:h. And yer 
God certainly knew, that it David 
had not depart'd from Kezleh,they 
ſhould have delivercd him intro the 
hands ofS$4u4. And tarther if is very 
evident, that David was not inqui- 
ring what were the preſent propen- 
ſions, and inclinations af the Kez- 
lites; but what ſhould be the eyent 
cf his ſtaying, and accordingly he 
receives an anſwer from God.Ano- 
ther Inſtance we have 2 Azrgs 13. 
19.where K1:/ha thePropher is ve- 
ry wroth with Jozſh King of 1ſra:, 
becauſe he did not ſmite upon the 

round five or fix times; and the 
reaſon theProphet adds,is for hen 
hadſt thou ſmitten Syria till thou 
hadſt conſumed it. Which makes it 
as evident as any thing can be, that 
God foreknew that Jo4/b ſhould 
have ſmiten Syr:2 till he had con- 
ſumed it, -it he had ſmitten upon 
the ground five or fix times. Ir 
were no difficult task to prove this 
by a mulrtude of inſtances from 
H 4 Scrip- 
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Scripture, bur I think I need add 
no more for the ſatisfaQion of con- 
fidering Man; and for others,a Mil- 
lion of demonſtrations will be ur- 
ged tono purpoſe. And thus I have 

one with the Second thing I pro- 
poſed, that God hath nor by any 
abſolute or inconditionate Decrce 
fatally determined the Pcriod of 
every Mans Lic. 

I proceed to the Third thing pro- 
poſed, namely, whether the Period 
of every Mans Life be murable. 
And before I prove it to be ſo, I 
muſt premiſe two cautions. F:rff, 
when we ſay the Period of every 
Mans Lite is mutable,we mean no 
more but that it may be ſhortned 
by our intemperance, or neglect of 
the means;and be extended by our 
good managery and religious man- 
ner of living. Secondly, When I ſay 
'the Period of every Mans Lite 1s 
moveable, the meaning is not that 
tis neceſſarily ſo, and thar it can- ; 
"not be otherwiſe; for this would 

nor 
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not be conſiſtent with qur depen- 
dent condition; therefore there is 
allowance ro be made to extraordi- 
nary caſes. The aQts of Divine pro- 
vidence in the government of Hu- 
mane affairs, are ſometimes extra- 
ordinary, and therefore it muſt be 
left to his Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, ro make what reſeryed 
caſes he thinks fit from the general 
rule.Yet for ordinary, the Period of 
Humane Life is mutable; and God 
doth not exclude the power of ſe- 
cond cauſes in governing the 
World. 

Theſe things being premiſed, 1 
doubr nor bur to offer ſuch argue 
ments for the proof of the mutabi- 
liry of the Period of every Mans 
Life, as- ſhall be ſufficicnt for the 
conviction of any man who is not 
blinded by prejudice, or prepoſſeſſ' d 
with ſome contrary notion. And 

Firſt, Upon the obſervance of 
the Divine laws, . there. are many 
promiſes in Scripture aſſuring us of 

| ength 
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length of days; and on the other 
ſide,there are many threatnings of 
cutting ſhort the days of the wick- 
ed. Thus God promiſes length of 
days to obedient Children. Ex.20. 
_ Honor thy Father & Mother, 
that t s may be long upon the 
FI theLord Saas. jute 
thee. Deut 4 40. Thou ſhalt keep 
therefore hu Statutes and his Com- 
mandments which I command thee 
this day,that it may go well with 
thee © with thyChilaren after thee, 
© that thou may'ſt prolong thy days 
1401 the _—— wa 5-4 ;hy 
god grveth thee: & particularly the 
Lord tells Solomon, : Ring. 3. 4. If 
thou wilt walk in my ways to keep 
my ſtatutes © myCommanaments,as 
thy father David did walk, then I 
will lengthen thy days.The Plalmiſt 
encourageth men to conſider the 
. caſe of the poor upon thisMotiye. 
Pſal.42.1,2. Bleſſed s he that conſi- 
_ dereth the Poor, theLord will pre- 
ſerve him keep him alive,$c.Apd 


vp 
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upon this account theWiſe-Man al- 
ſo perfwadeth men to obſerve and 
keep Gods laws. Prov. 3. 1, 2. My 
Son forget not my law,but bet thine 
heart keep my Commandments - for 


F 


length of days, and long life, and 
peace ſhall they add to thee. 

How much the obſeryance of rhe 
duties of Religion conduce to our 
health, is a thing daily experience 
atteſts; and therefore the Apoftle 
very excellently exhorts 7:mothy, 
to exerciſe hmmſelf unto Godlineſs, 
forit #« profitableunto all things,ha- 
wing promiſe of the life that now is, 
al of that which is to come,1'Tim. 
4.8. Religon is as a bridle to keep 
men within due bonnds in their 
eating and drinking; it forbids all 
manner of exceſs which impares 
our bodily health,and obliges men 
' to make uſe of lawful means for 
their preferyation and recovery. If 
we conſult experience, we ſhal 
find theſe ro be the men who for 
ordinary enjoy the longeft lives: it 

is 
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is:true ſome good men may be na- 
turally ofa brittle conſtitution, and 
othcrsGood may remove for ſecret 
ens known to himſelf; yet for or- 
dinary,the Godly man, whoſe natu- 
ral temper is ſtrong, hath the ad- 
vantage of the wicked man; and 
certainly Religion in its due ten- 
dency preſcribes the beſt rules for 
long lite. 

AsRighteouſneſs tendeth to life, 
ſo he that purſueth evil(as theWile- 
Man tells us)pur{ueth zt to his own. 
death, Prov. 11. 19. We have a 
large Catalogue of the Puniſh- 
ments inflited for ſin, Exod.26. 
Where more particularly v.16, the 
Lord threatens to rap over 
thoſe who obey not his Laws, terror, 
conſumptzon, and the burningague: 
& tharMen may not fooliſhlythink 
all theſe are but threatnings which 
God intends not to inflict upon 
poor Man, the Prophet Tſazah tells 


us,zf ye refuſe © rebel.ye fhall be de- 


 Toured with the Sword, for the 


Mouth 


I 
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| Mouth of theLord hath ſpoken ir; 

Iſa.1.20, - And the wiſe-man con- 

cludes it as certain, Prov, 10.27.The 

years of the wicked ſhall be ſhovt- 
ned:&'to conclude,the Pſalmitſt alſo 
tells us, 4/oody and deceitful men 
hall net' Itve out half their days. 

Pſal. 55. 23. which the Poer very 

well expreſſerth. 

Ad Generum Cereris, fine cade ac 
ſanguine paucz, 

Deſ(cendunt Reges. © ſicca morte 
Tyranni. | 
And the truth of this may be e- 

vident likewiſe from common Ex- 

perience, by which it will appear, 
that no men are fo obnoxious to 

Diſeaſes as the wicked, who ſpend 

their time i chambering and wan- 

tonneſs.3u riot and exceſs:Who hath 
woe? Who hath ſorruw? who hath 
wounds without cauſe? they that 

tarry-long at the wine,Prov. 23.29, 

30. Whatthe Waſe-man ſays of one 

kind 'of Vice, may-be ſaid of all, 

They lead down tothe Chambers 4 

death, 
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death Prov.7. 37: But theſe things 
"ate ſo obvious, that I need not to 
enlarge upon them. I ſhall con- 
clude this -Argument with this 
conſideration, that ſince God A]- 
mighty promiſes to extend and 
lengthen out,or prolong their lite, 
who walk piouſly and obſerve his 
Statutes; and theratens to ſhorten 
the days of the wicked, who re + 
fuſe to obey his Laws, it cannot 
be rationally imagined thar rhe 
Period of everyMan's Life is abſo- 
lutely determined. 

Another Argument to confirm 
our Aſſertion, may be taken from 
the pious & deyoutr prayers of the 
righteous, and their turning from 
their ſins by an hearty repentance, 
both which conduee to the lengrh- 
ening our of their days: I y® Re- 
pentance atid Prayet rogether, be- 
cauſe of their near affinity to one 
another. Now ghat both theſe 
may be theMoralCauſe of extend- 
ing our Lives, may appear to be 

true 
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true from common Experience,be- 
ſides the many Aſlertions andPro- 
miſes in Scripture to this purpoſe. 
Firſt, The truth of this may be e- 
vident from Experience, by which 
it will appear, that if Men had 
hearkned to Noah'sDottrin,if they 
had repented of their wickedneſs 
within the ſpace allowed to them, 
they had not periſhed in the De- 
luge of Water. Of repenting N;ne- 
veh we read, That God ſaw their 
works,that they turned from their 
evil may) God repemted of the evil 
he had ſaid that he would do unto 
them, and be did it not, Jonah 3. 
ro, It was Hezekzahb'sPrayers and 
Tears that prolonged his life. Go 
(faith rheLord ro hisPropher Tſas- 
ah\and ſay to Hezekiah, Thus ſaith 
theLord, the God of Dawid thy Fa- 
ther, I have ſeen thy tears, behold 
| 1 will add unto thy days fifteen 
years,lſa.z. $.5.Anditprayer were 
of no force, to what purpoſe were 
men {ſo carneſt.ig their ſickneſs, to 


beg 
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deg the prayers of others on their 
dehalf.I confeſs if the Period of eye- 
ry Mans.Life were fatally determi- 
ned, our Prayers ſhould be very 
needleſs.For can we be ſo ſenfleſs 
as to imagin, that our Prayers can 
moveGod to change kis unalterable 
Statutes and Decrees. 

But beſides common experience, 
the truth of rhis is likewiſe atteſt- 
ed by plain evidences from Scrip- 
ture. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 
.concerning a nation© concerning a 
Kingdom ga pluck up 5 to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it; If that Nation a- 
gainſt whom I have pronounce,turn 
from their evil, T will repent of the 
evil that I thought todo unto them. 
And at wht mſtant T ſhall (peak 


concerning i kingdom to plant it; If 


_ #t do evil in my ſight, that it obey 


not my voicethen will T repent of 
the good wherewith I ſaid Twould 


benefit them Jer. 11.7,8, 9, 10Me- 
thinks this is ſo plain an evidnce 


of the efficacy of repentance, that 
| no 
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no.reaſonable man can have any 
doubt concerning it. But alas! ifGod 
had from the ourgoings ofErternity 
fatally determined the deſtruftion 
of Nations and Kingdoms by an ab- 
ſolute and inconditionate decree, 
Repentance could never alter the 
determination. 

It is the Apoſtles advice, Jam.s. 
14.1s any ſick among you?let him cajl 
for theElders of the Chunch,and let 
them pray over him. I know there 
are other means to be made uſe of 
in order to. the procuring of health 
than repentance and prayer, and of 
theſe we ſhall ſpeak anon : bur yer 
this I think may be truly ſaid, that 
ſometimes, when all other reme- 
dies have. been either ineffetyal or 
not to be had, repentance and pray- 
er have done the buſineſs, and com- 
pleated. the cure,And ſurely,theſe 
are duties . profitable at all 
times. 
IL know the Church of Rowe tell 
us, many extrayagant Sfories of the 
I wonder 
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wonders and miracles that haye 
been perfarmed by the prayers of 
Holy Men: thofe I ſhall not now 
mention, only 1 ſhall ſay, that al- 
though i: is not credible thar the 
Prayers of Saints upon the Earth, 
do cither mitigatc and alleviate the 
pains of thoſe that are in Hell ; or 
tree them from that milſcrable 
ſtare, (as ſome men have confident- 
ly cnough reported :)yet it is ſufft- 
ciently credible that the effefFual 
fervent prayer of the righteous a- 
wvaileth much, Jam. 5. 16. 

A Third Argument toyprove that 
our lives may be extended or ſhorr- 
ned, may be taken from the uſe of 
medicaments. Common reaſon will 
reach Men, that it is needleſs to 
freſcribe any Medicine to thoſe 
that arc dead; and truly the caſe 
would be much alike,if the Period 
of every” Mans Lite were deterthi- 
ned by -an inconditionate Decree. 
For although men might then 
make uſe of medicamemts, yer 1 

think 
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think I may truly ſay that their 0- 
peration ſhould be very incfteual. 
Bur that men may to goo\ purpoſe 
employ the Phyſitian when they 
are ſick, and expect by the bleſſing 
of God, benifit by the uſe of Medi- 
caments applicd by the art of Phy- 
ſick, no reaſonable man can doubr:. 
Thar rhe lives of many have 
been lengrhned and prolonged by 
the excellent remedics, applied 'by 
the expert and skiltul Phyſirian, 
isa truth ſo obvious to common 
experience, that I nced not enlarge 
upon it. And on the other ſide, 
how many have died before their 
time, only by their imploying ig- 
norant Phyſitians! It 1s a famous 
inſtance that we have recorded of 
one Manes; the Father of the Ma- 
nichees, who having returned into 
Perſca a t that time when the Kings 
Son lay ſick of a dangerous diſcafe, 
he amongſt many other Phyſfitians 
| was preſent: all the others plain- 
ly declared. that the diſeaſe was 

C -- E 2 dange- 
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dangerous; but Manes, who wa 
only a pretended Phyfitian, co 
fidently deſired that they might be 
all removed, and he would take 
care of the Kings Son, and withal 
promiſed to reitore him to health 
in a ſhort ſpace; but the event was 
quite contrary, for within a ſhore 
time the, Kings Son died ; which 
did ſo provoke the King of Per/aa, 
that he inſtantly cauſed ' Manes to 
be. put ro a miſerable: Death. Whar 
miſchict has beeri done by unskil- 
ful Phyfitians, ro many- ſad ex- 
amples dodaily atreſt ; bur yet if 
the Period of every Mans Life were 
derermin'd : by an abſolute and in- 
conditionate decree, no:man could 
: blame the-ignorant Phyſitian, nor 
needs any: perſon 'be troubled it 
_ they negleft the means; for God 
. had' determined they ſhould do fo, 
. which .: indeed makes Marthas 
ſpeechito our Lord Chriſt ro be ri- 
| _— thou hadſt been here my 
. Brather had not died. = 
| That } 
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That Naaman the $yr:a7 ſhould 
waſh himſelf. in the River of Jor- 
dan ſeven times, and then be clean 
of his Leprofie, was indeed mira- 
culous : But yet it is plain, that if 
he had not done fo, his Leprofie 
had remained. 

Whether that cuſtom in the pri- 
mitive Chriſtian Church of anoint- 
ing the fick with Oyl was miracu- 
lous, or not, I ſhall not diſpute; but 
this is certain, that it was then a 
means uſed for the recovery of the 
Sick. 

There is one obje&tion which 
ſome men very impertinently urge 
againſt what I have been ſpeaking, 
and that is, Aſa his going to the 
Phyſitians, which the Scripture 
ſeems to diſallow.To this I anſwer: 
thar King Aſa is not therefore rc- 
prehended, becauſe he asked advice 
of the Phyfirians, bur becauſe he 
rraſted only in'them,and ſought not 
the Lord: as it is very plain from 
2Cbron.16.12.And ſure no reaſona- 
I 3 ble 
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ble men will have any doubu buf 
this was a vcry cuipable negle& in 
Aſa. | 
Fourthly, Nething is more evi- 
dent than that there are ſeveral 
things which have a Phyſical cf1- 
cacy in the ſhortning of Mens lives; 
as all kinds of exceſs, namely im- 
moderate cating and drinking ; all 
inordinate paſſions of mind ©c. 
as alſo the bad and unwholeſome 
conllitution of a Kingdom. And 
on the other fd, there arc man 

things which cffectually conduce 
to the l-ngthning of our days; 
namely all kind oi moderation and 
temperance ; the wholſomneſs of 
the region wherein we live, and 
our good managery. What kind of 
perſons are thoſe who for ordinary 
live longeſt? are they not thoſe 
who carcfuily moderate their ſen- 
ſual appetites, and who goyern 
their pallions, and who live in the 
w holſeſomelt places? We common- 
'y ſay thar Men who live in a Po- 
pulous 


* © 
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pulous City arc ihorter lived than 
thoſe who live in the Country. I 
have already ſhewed*how ſome vi- 
ces in their proper rendency ſhor- 
ten Mens Lives, and that in ſome 
Nations and Kingdoms men live 
much longer than in others: all 
which methinks plainly tells us the 
Period of evcryMans Life is nor Fa- 
tal but Mutable, according as men 
are carcful or negligent of them-- 

ſelves. | 
I ſhall onlyladd another conſide- 
rable argument, and fo draw this 
diſcourſe to a concluſion. And thar 
is, don't we evidently perceive that 
many men had lived longer it they 
had not wretchedly and unreaſona- 
bly expoſed themſelves to danger ; 
and is it not evident that. many 
Millions who have died in battle 
would have had their days prolong: 
e1] if they had never deſcended into 
battle? Thar God hath from the 
o1tgoings of Eternity by an abſo- 
lute and inconditionate degree de- 
I + termined 
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termined both the time and man- 
ner of every mans death, this is 
more. than we can learn from Re- 
velation; and mecthinks it is very 
inconſiſtent and irreconcilable with 
thoſe ny plain texts that ſhew it 


is lawful in time of eminent dan- 
ger to flee for our ſafety, in time of 
Famine, and when any egregious 
contagion, ſuch as the Peſtilence, 
Pak 2" in any place. How many 
Hundreds prolonged their lives by 
their flight from battel ? If David 
and his Men had remained inKezlah 
it is certain they ſhould have been 
delivered up into the hands of $17; 
and what the Event ſhould have 
been we may eaſily conjecture, if 
God by a ſpecial providence had 
not interpoſed for their ſafery. But 
beſides. the many inſtances we 
might produce, we have a poſitive 
precept to flee from any eminent 
danger, Mat. 10. 23, When they 
——— you in this City, flee into 
another, Which plainly ſhews = 

| this 
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this is a lawful means of prolong- 
ing our lives in ſuch caſes. Ir is 
a notable inſtance we have, Yer. 
27.18, Thus ſaith the Lord, behold 
T ſet before youthe way of hfe, and 
the way of death - he that abideth 
in this City ſhall dye by the Sword, 
and by the Famine,and by thePeſti- 
lence - but he that goeth out and 
falleth to the Chaldeans that beſiege 
you, he ſhall live, and hu life ſhall 
be unto him for a prey. Which 
place plainly ſhews, that God had 
not decreed: thePeriod of theirLives 
by any inconditionate decree; for 
rhe means both of prolonging and 
of cutting ſhort theirLives, are put 
in their choice. And this is all that 
I ſhall fay to theThzr#d thing I pro- 
ſed ro ſpeak, concerning the mu- 
rability of the Period of every Mans 
Life for ordinary. 

All that now remains is to con- 
clude with ſome practical refleti- 
ons upon what hath been ſaid. 
And firſ#, whatever debates there 
| may 
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may be concerning the Period of 
every Mans Life, yet there is no 
doubt but Mans Lite hath a Period, 
It is appornted for all men once 
fo dye, and from this warfare there 
is no diſcharge. Pray what is be- 
come of all thoſe who lived in for- 
mer ages? have they not gone the 
way of all living? and ſhall we 
think to ſhun the approach of this 
taft Enemy? may not the multiplied 
experiences WE have of othcr Mens 
frailty and mortality,convince us 
thar we ase brittle, and mult return 
to the duſt? weare of the like con- 
f:itution that they were of, and we 
cannot expett to be otherwiſe dealt 
with.What man is he that Irueth & 
fall not fee death? and yet many 
men live as unconcerned as if they 
had the perpetuity of their beings 
enſured to them, and had concluded 
an agreement with Death, and had 
ſecret intelligence with the Grave. 
- Fr is truly a buſineſs worthy ro 
be regrated that mer who are liv- 


ing, 
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'ng, as it were in the Houſe of 
mourning, daily viſited with pains 
and diſcaſes, and have no promiſe, 
at leaſt, for one moments ſecurity, 
yet live unconcerned, and neyer 
mind thoſe pleaſures. It was in- 
decd a praiſe worthy and commen- 
dable cuſtom amongſt the Jews, to 
build rheir Sepulchers in their Gar- 
dens(as we may gueſs from 7oh.19. 
14.) that ſo in the midſt of their 
pleaſures, they might behold Mo- 
numents of their mortality. 

Truly it we did frequently me- 
ditate upon our latter end, we 
ſhould live more like Chriſtians 
than we now do. The end hath 
a very great influence upon 
mens endeavors; hence is that 
general Maxim, Fins ultimus 
preſcribat regulas totins wite.And 
it ſeems that the Pſalmiſt upon this 
account prays,Lord mike me know 
mine end, and the meaſure of my 
days, that I may know how frail 
1 am. Ir is nor to be —_ 

ur 
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bur we ſhould: order our conver- 
farion aright, If we had this con- 
fideration in our view. We ſhould 
have bur low and contemprible 
thoughts of the periſhing pleaſures 
which we now ſo much delight in. 
Then we ſhould be argued our of 
our folly in ſpending our years 
as a tale that is told. 

It is threatned a ſad Plague to 


the oppreſlior, that the number of 


his years are hidden from him, 
Job. 15. 20. He is a perſon that 
never conſiders that his appoint- 
ed time approacheth, and that 
God will bring him into theGrave, 
the place appointed for all living : 
and it is Jaid down as the cauſe 
why Jeruſalem came down Wwon- 
derfully, that ſhe remembred not 
ber laſt end, Lam. 1, 9. And truly 
it. may be alſo reckoned as the 
cauſe why Chriſtians live ſo con- 
trary to the commendable rules 
'of the Goſpel they profeſs. It we 
did but entertain ſome what more 


familiar 


of Humane Life, I3-1 
£ amiliar rhoughts of our appointed 
time, 'we could not but rectify 
thoſe abuſes we areguilty of. But 
alas ! all rhe paſſages of our time 
-are filled up with* cares about 
things that periſh : we can-walk to 
the Grave with our friends, whom 
we once loved as intirely as-our 
own lives, and reap as little advan- 
rage by their death as if we had ne- 
ver been acquainted with them, ne- 
ver remembring, that we muſt goto 
them, but they cannot returu tows. 
Bur Secondly, although the Pe- 
riod of 'every Mans: Lite is fixed 
in reſpe&t of the Divine foreknow- 
ledg, yet tous it is uncertain ; we 
know not when this Enemy may 
ſurpriſe us, Of this we may ſay 
what our . Lord Chriſt ſaith of the 
day of judgment, ' but of that day 
and hour 'we know not. ' When we 
leaſt ſuſpe@ its 'approach, ir may 
. call us ro go hence and be no'more. 
- How many millions:of- ſtrange and 
-unexpeRed: accidents: attend us ? 


the - 


% 


TE1 Of the Period 


the Peſtilence walketh in dark- 
neſs, and Deſtruttion waſteth at 
no0n-day, aſtoniſhing diſpenſations 
may allarm us by night, and the 
devouring Arrow fleeth by. day, 
Pſal. 91. 5, 6. When we go a- 
broad, we cannot promife ro our 
ſelves a ſafe return, and at home 
when we put off our cloths, we 
cannot tell it we ſhall ever put 
them on again: the Graye is al- 
ways ready for us. Whar ſtrange 
kind of unknown diſeaſes doth 
- our age produce, from which we 
cannot promiſe to our ſelves any 
exemption? We live among(t cru- 
el and mad Men, and do we know 
but rhoſe Beaſts of prey'may de- 
your us? When we look for peace, 
deſtruttion may come. This was 
the Rich Mans Fate, who while 
he was promiſing himſelf reſt for 
many days, that ſame night his 
. Soul was required of him. We 
are always apt to put the thoughts 
: of this day far from - us; when 
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we enjoy health we never think of 
any change, and rhat fickneſs 
may ſcize upon us and put a Period 

| ro our hives. We live indeed at a 
great deal of uncertainty ; man alſo 
knoweth not his time, as the Fiſhes 
that are taken 11 an evilNet, and as 
theBirds that are caught in the 
ſnare:ſo are the ſons of men ſuared in 
an evil time,cuhen it falleth ſudden- 1 
ly upon them,Eccl.9.12,We look up- | 
on Death as the unfaithful Scrvanr 
did upon his Maſlcrs coming, we [ 
think Death dorh delay zts comme; 
bur it we were not fools we ſhould 
always reaiize the quickneſs of its 
approach.May be we are young and 
ſtrong, how many ſuch have been 
called away-in the morning of their 
age? Goo too now(laith the Apoltle - 
Zames) ye that ſay to day or to mor- 

' row we will go into ſuch aCity 

! .audcorutinue there ayear © buy and 

! fell and get gam; whereas 5e 
know mot what ſhall be on the 
morrow, Jam.u4. 13, 14 Alas 
our 
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. our days at beſt are but. labor 

x and ſorrow, for they are ſoon cut 7 

| off, and we flee away. When a 
few years are gone, Wee muſt go | 
the way of all fleſh : and yer upon * 
the happy improvemeat of this 

| depends our -everlaſting hapineſs 

k | or miſery ; for there & no work, 

| or device, nor knowledge, nor wiſ- 

| dom, in the Grave whither we are 

going, 'Ececl, 9 10. 
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